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tion, that large quantities of breadstuffs are hoard- | 
ed up, and stored away, in the store-houses of 
heartless and soulless speculators in some of the | 
jarge cities, who are holding back to the last ex- 
tremity, in order that they may extort from the | 
or and the needy to the utmost farthing. Sir, | 
repeal the duty upon foreign breadstuffs, and you 
will compel them to sell. ’ . 

That such a state of things exist especially || 
among the poorer classes of people as I have men- || 
tionéd, there can be no doubt; and chat the repeal || 
of the duty upon their breadstuffs would relieve || 
them, to some extent, [have nodoubt. I[think I | 
may safely calculate that if the present duty was || 
taken down, the reduction in the barrel of flour || 
would be one dollar and fifty cents, which would | 
be material to consumers. The President has || 
very properly and very feelingly referred to the | 
subject in his message; and | feel very anxious || 
that the House should act upon the matter. | 

With regard to the subject of a repeal or moili- || 
fication of the duty upon coal, another necessary || 
of life, second only to breadstuffs, upon the pre- || 
liminary vote taken a few days ago, referring the 
subject to a committee, I differed with my col- |) 
leagues, (I believe with a sing!e exception,) for || 
whose opinions and experience in matters of legis- || 
lation, | entertain the highest respect, because I || 
believed the Committee on Manufactures were in || 
a measure pledged to report against any modifi- 
cation. Now 1 will only add, at this time, if the || 
Committee of Ways and Means report a bill | 
making such a reduction, as will in some measure | 
relieve the situation of the consumers, without | 
embarrassing the mining business, as compared | 
with the manufacturing and other interests, | will | 
vote for it; otherwise not. 

I wish, upon the whole, to legislate for the com- | 
mon benefitand general welfare of the commv- | 
nity at large, and not exclusively for individual | 
interests. Gentlemen may compromise themselves | 
rights and advantages over the mass of the com- | 
munity which they have no right to do. I hold |) 
the people of this country equally free, and all | 
equally entitled to the benefits of our legislation. | 
I heard a gentleman, who is engaged in mining | 
business, a few days ago, say that he had sent an 
agent to Europe to obtain one thousand work- | 
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|| year for public buildings and grounds have been | 





MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 1837. 
As soon as Mr. FRY had concluded, Mr. | 
WHITTLESEY called for the orders cf the day. | 
Mr. OWENS made an ineffectual attempt to 
submit a resolution. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, moved a suspen- | 
sion of the rules for the purpose of submitting a 


_ motion that when the House adjourns to-day, it 
| adjourn to meet on Monday next. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, asked for the | 
yeas and nays, but the House refused to order 


them, and the rules were suspended by a vote of | 
117 to 45. 


Mr. MANN then made his motion, and | 
Mr. ANTHONY moved to amend it, by in- | 


serting ‘* Tuesday,”’ but it was rejected by a vote 
of 20 to 122. 


The motion of Mr. MANN was agreed to— | 
ayes 96, noes 95. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


‘Treasury, transmitting a statement of the balances 
existing and due to that bureau for more than 
three years prior to September, 1835; which was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Commissioner 
of the Public Buildings, transmitting a report of | 
the manner in which the appropriations of the last | 


applied; which took the same direction as the 
foregoing. 


‘The House then passed to the 
PRIVATE BILLS. 

The bill for the relief of Norman Holt was read 
a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Allison, a lieu- 
tenant in the revolutionary army, and the bill for 
the relief of the representatives of Colonel An- 
thony White, were postponed to Friday next. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. McKennaw in the chair,) and pro- 





ceeded to the consideration of the following bills: | 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 
Tristam Coffin; which was considered, amended, | 
and laid aside; and 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of 





IINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


Vou. estns No. 4. 


Mr. LINN also presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri, for a port of entry at the 
| town of Independence, in that State, and for a 
| drawback of duties on goods reéxported to Mex- 


ico; 

Also, for the establishment of a land office at 
the town of Liberty, in Missouri; referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
heirs of James Russ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, the memorial of sundry inhabitants of 
the northern part of the State of New York, 

raying for an pk pe for the erection of a 
réakwater on Lake Champlain; referred to the 


|, Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying for an appropria- 
tion for the erection of a custom-house at that 


| city; referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
munication from the First Comptroller of the || 


Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of Com- 
modore James Barron, of the United States navy, 


|| praying to be compensated for his invention of a 


new system of signals for the navy; referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of 
Thomas Trumbull and Michael Thornton, pray- 
ing for the correction of erroneous entries of cer- 
or lands; referred to the Committee on Public 

ands. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 


sundry citizens of the city of Philadelphia, pray- 


ing for an appropriation forthe purchase of a site 
and the building of a new custom-house at that 
city; referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a memorial 
from sundry citizens of the same city, praying 


| that the rates of postage may be reduced by law; 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Georgia, the me- 
morial of the Legislature of Georgia, praying for 
the adjustment of certain accounts, on the files of 
the last session, was again referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 





. . : Mr. WALL presented the petition of Maria 
n men, and send them here; and that he should soon | mens pion satay on which the committee Scudder, Martha A Lloyd, and Elizabeth John- 
- despatch another agent, authorized to employ | The committee then rose and reported, and the | ston, the children and heirs of Colonel Philip 

another thousand men. These gentlemen miners . P Johnston, for compensation for his revolutionary 
{ and others, parties to the benefits of the tariff | House concurred in the amendment to the firat services. 
. system, are opposed to any reduction of the duties | Pi ee ee oe clause = — Mr. W. remarked, on presenting this. petition: 
f upon their respective interests, while they are im- | Mia. ba er I feel that I should not discharge the duty which 
y porting the refuse, perhaps, of European laborers | sal : : I have undertaken for the respectable petitioners, 
\« by a one thousand men, to Pe great detriment | On motion, the House adjourned till Monday. nor do justice to the ca ont ae l uae the aoe 
d of the laboring classes here, free of duty. Sir, | oe ee a in part to represent, if I did not avail myself o 
- Jam pre apes revise the system, to bring the IN SENATE. the secnidiin to make known to you the tate and 
y revenue down as far as practicable; such a course | Monpay, December 26, 1836. services of one of her most gallant and patriotic 
e Scene? as well to avoid accruing sur- || The CHAIR announced a communication from | 898. Colonel Philip ronreore ~ father ae 
” pluses in the Treasury as to make the benefits of | the Treasury Department, containing certain state- | petitioners, was among the first of her sons whic 

. . equal to all. . is bo | ments of the deposite banks, in compliance with | ‘he eee patriotism ae ee tees on 
: hese names of « home industry and ae || the resolution of the Senate of the 2lst instant; | the altar of American in oe as meow ee 
: poe nm wean we a Sacesteeatiar a '| which was referred to the Committee on Finance, | ae pure and noble sacrifice made 

; eel as much a : on tha . 
|| and ordered to be printed . , “se 
ts ay other man. But | cannot consent to = | Also, a ietter a the War Department, en- || Atthe pk presen eee Paya fyoma 
¥ he interests of Pennsylvania capitalists alone, || cjosing the annual report from the Commissioner || 8t0M was a lieutenant colonel in the New Jersey 

e Pa srw td of the State. one the peop’? - | of Pensions, made in pursuance of the act of May, militia; he ras at rf ie “aa —. by 
‘ oe vania were, at the ast ee oe : | 1830; referred to the Committee on Pensions,and | 8" ae t * eons eee 7 
: egis ature, saddled witha United States Bank, | ordered to be printed; Jersey, on SS 14th of aoe 16, ee ing for 
e ipaast the existence of which os had repeat- | Also, the annual report of the Commissioner of | ™!8ing by voluntary enlistment thirty-three hun- 
0. edly decided,) under the garb of Pennsylvania || the Public Buildings, containing a statement of | dred militia to reinforce the army at New York. 
. eg - whatever can or me done P expenditures under the appropriations of the last | tue wager “Oe passed cheees = 

a coy hada meres and wears at wel | yeas ladon the table and ordered to be pine. | Tfution ofthe Continental Congas of the 3 

aa 0 f | J - 
ey as | hive a seat here, be my constant aim. f on PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. lowing he was promoted to the colonelcy of his 
e8 done. | hope the House will let the inquiry go || Mr. ee one a petition, signed by sev- | regiment in the brigade under General Heard, 

La to the committee free of amendment, and let them |! eral half-breeds of the Sacs and Fox tribes of || destined to form part of the flying camp then as- 

eit report. If they deem best, let it be but temporary; || Indians, praying that the lands reserved for them | sembling for the defence of New York. It was 

ty let the duty be taken off for a limited time; any- || by treaty, may be annexed to the State of Mis- || then well known that the enemy, with a powerful 
se thing that will in some measure relieve the present | souri, and that the sale of lots in the towns of | fleet and a well disciplined and appointed army, 
ony *xigency; and if they think differently, and can || Madison and Burlington be suspended for the || was menacing New York. This was, indeed, 
ply fatisfy the country that the duty upon breadstuffs || present, as they believe them to be situated on || ‘* the time that tried men’s souls.” The timid 

ought not be repealed, I shali be satisfied, con- || their reservations; referred to the Committee on |! sought safety in retirement, and the wavering were 
nae scious that | have done my duty. Private Land Claims. 


| dismayed. 
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At this moment, the earnest and soul-stirring 
appeals of the Father of his country to the pa- 
triotism and bravery of Americans roused the 
patriotic spirit of the sons of New Jersey: 

*< And from the sods of grove and glen 
tose ranks of lion-hearted men, 
To batile to the death.” 

The reputation of Colonel Johnston for patriot- 
iam, bravery, and talents, enabled him speedily to 
enlist his regiment, and at its head he marched to 
defend his * bleeding and insulted country.”” He 
was then in the vigor of manhood, in the posses- 
sion of moderate competency, and the prospects 
of the future bright before him. These, and all 
the endearments of the domestic circle, a young 
and beloved wife, and three daughters of tender 
years, he left at the call of his country. 

The morning of the 27th of August, 1776, found 
Colonel Johnston at the head of his gallant regi- 
ment on the battleground of Long Island, resolved, 
in the language of his illustrious commander-in- 
chief, ** to conquer or to die.”’ He fought near 
the side and under the eye of his immediate com- 
mander, General Sullivan. It was a post of danger 
as well as of honor, and demanded both courage 
and conduct. Never did any officer more gallantly 
fulfil the expectations of his country, or more glo- 
riously earn a title to the blessings and praises of 
his countrymen. He fell at the head of his regi- 
ment by a wound in his breast, while bravely 
struggling to turn the fortunes of that disastrous 
day. He died for his country, and under its 
banner, fighting for the general defence, and to 
secure the blessings of freedom for his whole coun- 
try. Yes, sir, he died in the cause and service of 
America, for the liberty and rights of all, and left 
to his countrymen an estimable legacy: the ex- 
ample of his pure patriotism, his devoted courage, 
his chivalrous gallantry, and his glorious death. 
Who can calculate the extent, the influence, and 
the value of that example upon the fortunes of 
our country at that gloomy and trying period, when 
even ‘‘ Hope was sinking in dismay?’’ Well, sir, 
may New Jersey glory in the example of such a | 
gon. It marshaled the way to those ‘ heroic 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


| But, sir, when the husband and the father, at 


the call of his country, steps from the circle of do- 


mestic endearments, a patriot and a hero, it is the || 


safety and the protection of his wife and children 


that nerves his arm amd animates his exertions in 
the hour of battle; and if he falls, his last prayer 
is for his country—and his last earthly consola- 


tion is, that his death commits them to its grati- | 


tude and protection. 
This obligation, which springs from the grave 


| of heroism, is sanctioned by the purest and noblest 


| discharged by order of Congress. 
form the flying camp destined for the defence of | 
| New York. 


feelings of our nature, and the highest dictates of 
policy, and creates a debt which descends upon 


_all who inherit the blessings thus acquired. 


If, sir, the claim of the petitioners had no other 
foundation than this, it would in my humble judg- 
ment, be irresistible. But it does not rest on this 
alone: it is supported by the plighted, and, lam 
sorry to say, the unredeemed faith of their coun- 


try. 


| To say nothing, sir, at present of the pledge | 
fairly to be implied from the addresses of General | 
Washington calling the militia to arms, and ani- | 
meting them to battle, that the country would pro- | 


vide for their wives and children, this pledge was 


distinctly made to Colonel Johnston and his com- | 
On the 3d of June, 1776, Con- | 
gress resolved that thirteen thousand eight hun- | 


panions in arms. 


dred militia should be employed to reinforce the 


/army at New York, and that New Jersey be re- 


quested to furnish three thousand three hundred 
of their militia to complete that number, to be en- 


| gaged until the Ist of December, unless sooner 


deeds”’ which have immortalized our revolutionary || 


sires. 


*<°T is to the virtues of such men man Owes | 
[lis portion in the good that Heaven bestows; 
And when recording History displays 
Feats of renown, though wrought in ancient days, 
Tells of a few stout hearts who fought and died 
Where duty placed them, by their country’s side ; 
The man that is not moved by what he reads, 
That takes not fire at their heroic deeds, 
Unworthy of the blessings of the brave, 

Is base in kind, and born io be a slave.” 


Sir, no monument has been erected, by the | 
gratitude of his country, to the memory of Col- | 


onel Johnston—no recorded honors thicken around 
his tomb—no history displays his “feats of re- 


nown;” for, unfortunately for his memory, the | 


revolutionary history of New Jersey is yet to be 
written. 
surviving gallant companions in arms, or happily 


His fame rests in the memory of his few | 


may be faintly recorded among the memorials of | 


frail and decaying memory in the Pension Office. 


One memorial of the **heroic deeds’? of Colonel | 


Johnston,gathered from the only Whig newspaper 
of the day, that circulated in New Jersey, blotted 
with the tears of his widowed wife and fatherless daugh- 
ters, has been treasured up by their affection, and 
is annexed to their petition. With your permis- 
sion, Mr. President, I will read it: ** We hear that 
* in the late ection on Long Island, Colonel Philip 


* Johnston, of New Jersey, behaved with remark- | 
By the well di- | 


‘able intrepidity and fortitude. 
‘rected fire from his battalion, the enemy was 
‘several times repulsed, and lanes were made 


‘through them, until he received a bail in his_ 


‘breast, which put an end to the life of as brave 
‘an officer as ever commanded a battalion. Gen- 
‘eral Sullivan, who was close to him when he fell, 
‘says that no man could have behaved with more 
‘ firmness during the whole action. As he sacri- 
*ficed his life in defence of the invaded rights of 


‘his country, his memory must be dear to every | 


‘ American who is not insensible to the sufferings 
‘of his injured country, and as long as the same 
‘uncorrupted spirit of liberty which led him to the 
* field shall continue to actuate the sons of freemen 
*in America.”’ 

Mr. President, the tree of American liberty was 
nourished by the blood of such heroes. 


This was to 


On the Sth of June, 1776, Congress 
resolved that the flying camp be placed under the 


command of such continental general officer, as || 
| the commander-in-chief should direct. 


That the 
| militia when in service be regularly paid and 
'victualled in the same manner as the continental 
troops. General Mercer was appointed to the 
command of the flying camp, thus formed, on the 
20th July, 1776. ‘The Convention of New Jersey 
was requested by Congress to raise for the flying 
camp, under General Mercer, three battalions of 
militia, in addition to the five formerly desired by 


| Congress, and send the same with all possible des- | 


patch to the flying camp; and that they should 


|| be officered, paid, and provided as directed by the 


former resolutions for forming the flying camp. 
Thus, sir, it is plain, that the detachment of 


|| New Jersey militia required to form the flying 


camp, for the defence of New York, was called 
out by the Continental Congress, and for the gen- 


the service of the United States under the com- 
mand of continental officers, and on the same 
footing, in all respects, as continental troops. In 
fact, the battalion commanded by Colonel John- 


| son was enlisted under a resolution of Congress, | 


placed under its control, received into its service, 
commanded by its officers, and entitled to all the 


benefits and advantages, immediate and prospec- | 


tive, which resulted from that situation. So it 
was considered by the Convention of New Jersey, 
| in the several ordinances which they passed to 


'raise the men required to reinforce the army at | 


New York. , 
| In the last ordinance passed by the Convention 
of New Jersey on the llth August, 1776, to carry 
| into effect the resolutions of Congress, to which I 


have referred, the preamble recites: ‘‘ The Con- | 
* vention, viewing with serious concern the present | 


‘ alarming situation of this and her sister States— 
| ‘that on a prudent use of the present means de- 
‘pends their lives, their liberty, and happiness, 
‘think it their indispensable duty to put their 
‘ militia on such a footing that the whole force may 
‘be most advantageously exerted.”’ For that 
_ purpose the whole militia were classed in two 
divisions; and one half was immediately detached 
to join the flying camp at New York. 
After the appropriate details, that ordinance 


known to the rolls of statutes, and which I can- 


‘| not deny myself the pleasure of recalling to the 


| recollection of our country. 


It breathes the pure 
| spirit of ** Seventy-six:”’ ; 
** And whereas, the principles of equity and 


|| “humanity require that a proper compensation 


| ‘and provision should be made for the families of 


eral defence of the country; and was placed in | 


concludes in a strain of patriotic eloquence un- | 






December 26, 


| ‘all such as may be killed or anne 


. : d in th 
' * service, the Convention pledge the fair} fae 


1 of ¢} 
* State that an adequate provision for the a hon 
| © aforesaid shall be made. vm 
‘In this interesting situation, viewing on }), 
‘one hand an active, inveterate, and implacable 
|| fenemy, increasing fast in strength, receivins 
|| § large reinforcements, and industriously preparins 
| *to strike some decisive blow; on the other ; 
|* considerable part of the inhabitants supinely 
|} * slumbering on the brink of ruin, moved with 
‘affecting apprehension, the Convention think j; 
| Sincumbent upon them to warn their constituents 
| ‘of their impending danger. On you, our frienjs 
| ‘and brethren, it depends this day to determine 
|| ‘whether your wives, your children, and millions 
|| (of your descendants yet unborn, shall wear the 
| * galling, ignominious yoke of slavery, or nob 
* inherit the generous, the inestimable blessinos of 
| *freedom. The alternative is before you. Cay 
‘you hesitate in your choice? Can you doubt 
‘which to prefer? Say, will you be slaves? Wj 
‘you toil and labor, and glean together a little 
‘ property, merely that it may be at the disposal 
‘ of a relentless and rapacious conqueror? Wj 
‘ you, of choice, become hewers of wood and dray. 
‘ers of water? Impossible. You cannot be gp 
‘amazingly degenerate as to lick the hand tha 
‘is raised to shed your blood. Nature and na. 
_*ture’s God have made you free. Liberty is the 
| * birthright of Americans—the gift of Heaven 
| and the instant it is forced from you, you take 
| * leave of everything valuable on earth; your hap- 
|*piness or misery, Virtuous independence, or 
| ‘disgraceful servitude, hang trembling in the 
| * balances. Happily, we know that we can an. 
|| § ticipate your virtuous choice. 
‘© With confident satisfaction we are assured thet 
|, €notamoment will delay your important decision; 
|| that you cannot feel hesitation whether you will 
|| §tamely and degenerately bend your necks to the 
|| *irretrievable wretchedness of slavery, or, by your 
|| * instant and animated exertions, enjoy the fair 
|| * inheritance of heaven born freedom, and trans- 
| ‘ mit it unimpaired to posterity.” 
|| It was under this animated and eloquent appeal 
'| to his patriotism, and solemn pledge that a proper 
“compensation and provision should be made for 
his family, that Colonel Johnston marched to the 
|| field of his death and renown. 
|| That pledge, sir, was never redeemed by the 
1 State of New Jersey; and that pledge devolved 
|, upon the United States, and was solemnly as- 
‘| sumed by them when they assumed the revolu- 
| tionary debt and obligations of the several States. 
It rests upon the equity and humanity of those 
|, who are now enjoying the fair inheritance of 
|| freedom which Colonel Johnston died to obtain. 
In addition to all this, the claim of the petitioners 
is also sustained by the equity, if not the express 
letter, of various resolutions of Congress. | refer 
particularly to those of the 15th May and 261 
September, 1778; the 24th August, 1780, and the 
26th May, 1781. It is likewise sanctioned by 
several laws of Congress, making compensation 
for revolutionary services in analogous cases, 
which I forbear to detain you by enumerating. | 
Strong as the claim of the petitioners is upon tts 
|| own merits, there is another consideration which, 
sir, I feel bound to press upon your attention. It 
appears that one of the petitioners is the wife of 
| Joseph Scudder, Esq. His youth was devoted 
to the service of his country, in one of the bureaus 
established by the revolutionary Congress. [le 
| is the surviving son of Colonel N. Scudder, oneof 
|| that illustrious band of revolutionary patriots and 
|| heroes who devoted himself to the service of his 
| country, both in the cabinet and in the field, and 
| was alike distinguished for his wisdom asa states- 
| man, and bravery as a soldier—among the first in 
| his native State to espouse the cause of America! 
|| independence, he was, from its declaration until 
| his death, honored with a seat either in the cou! 
cils of his native State, or in Congress. But he 
did not avail himself of the exemption which his 
| civil employments conferred to relieve him from 
} military duty. . 
|| At an early period of the revolutionary we, 
|| Colonel Scudder was honored with the comman 
|| of a regiment of militia of his native county, then 
| poems exposed to the invasion of the enemy: 
‘In 


the hour of danger he was always to be found 
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. eg head, bravely defending his native soil. 
Be it was not his fate there to fall in all ‘the 
pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war.” 


He was killed on the 16th October, 1781, near | 
inck Point, in the county of Monmouth, while | 
bravely leading such of his fellow soldiers as could | 
be collected on a sudden alarm, to repel a preda- | 


| 


tory excursion of theenemy. ‘The honors of war | 


were the only public tribute paid to his memory; 


and to this day his children have neither asked nor | 


received anything from the bounty of their coun- 


try, as a compensation for their irretrievable loss. 
“Thus, sir, by a happy coincidence, this petition | 
presents before you the daughter of the first militia | 


colonel of New Jersey, and the son of the last | 


who fell in achieving our glorious independence. 
Never did death confer greater honor upon chil- 
dren. If it cannot disarm poverty of its miseries, 
it ennobles it. 

The children of Colonel Johnston, now aged, 


infirm, and, it gives me pain to add, poor, are | 
compelled to ask of their country the redemption | 


of that pledge, solemnly made to their futher, to 


relieve them from the severe pressure of misfor- | 


tunes which have resulted from neither crime nor 


vice. Their father fell on the first battle-field | 


where the star-spangled banner was unfurled in 
defence of American independence; that glorious 


prize for which he fought and died, which ani- | 


mated his exertions, and nerved his arm, when || 
that banner waved fitfully over the field of his | 


death and his country’s misfortunes, has been 
obtained by his country. The star-spangled ban- 


ner now waves in triumph ‘* over the land of the | 
free and the home of the brave;’’ the pride and | 


protection of a great, prosperous, and happy na- 
uon. 


The petitioners now submit their case to the | 
equity, the humanity, and plighted faith of their | 


country. 

Mr W. concluded by moving that the petition 
be read, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 


Mr. WALKER presented the petition of Jo- | 
seph Nilier, praying confirmation of title to a tract | 


of land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
DAVIS, ROBINSON, and TOMLINSON. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


The following resolutions were submitted, and 
lie on the table one day: 

By Mr. MOORE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making a suitable appropriation in aid of the im- 
provement of the _—— of Tennessee river, 
now in progress at the Muscle and Colbert shoals. 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 

‘nstructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 

a a port of entry and delivery at Michigan 
ity. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


making an additional appropriation for the con- 
tiruction of a breakwater at Michigan City. 

By Mr. LINN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pablic Lands 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
surrendering to the State of Missouri that portion || 


of the public lands situated in the counties of Cape 
Girardeau, Scott, New Madrid, Stoddard, and 
Wayne, which have been reported by the deputy 
surveyor to the surveyor general as not worth the 
Xpense of survey; which surrender shall be on 
condition that all moneys arising from the sale of 
taid lands, be expended under the direction of the 
Legislature of the State of Missouri, for the pur- 
poses of draining, preventing inundation, making 
canals, and removing obstructions to the naviga- 
‘on of such water-courses as make their way 
through said lands. 

By Mr. CALHOUN: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
* directed to report to the Senate, as early as 
Practicable after the first of January next, the 
*mount of the exports for the year ending the 
Ist instant, ascertained and estimated, and distin- 
gushing between the domestic and foreign, and 





| 


i 





j 





the portion of the latter that is free and dutiable; | 
the amount of the imports for the same period, 
estimated and ascertained, distinguishing in like 
manner the free and dutiable; the amount of duties 
accrued in the same period, ascertained and esti- 
mated, stating the portion paid into the Treasury 
during the year, and the amount outstanding at | 
the end, of the year; also, the amount of money 
that will be received in the year from the sales of | 
lands, ascertained and estimated, distinguishing | 


the receipts of each quarter; and, also, the amount | 
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of public money in the Treasury at the end of the || 
ear, ascertained and estimated, and distinguish- || 


ing what stands to the credit of the Treasurer 
from what stands to that of the disbursing officers. 

By Mr. BLACK: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
causing to be erected at Jackson, in the State of 
Mississippi, a suitable building for the accommo- 
dation of the district court of the United States for | 
that State. 

By Mr. KING, of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


of authorizing the Gainsville and Narkeeta Rail- || 


road Company to construct a railroad through the 

lands of the United States. 
By Mr. SEVIER: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 

Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


completion of the military road from Little Rock 

to Fort Gibson, and the road from Little Rock to 
| Fort Towson, and the road from Little Rock to 
Columbia. 

Mr. BENTON laid on the table a resolution to 
expunge from the Journal of the Senate the reso- 
lution of March, 1834, censuring the conduct of 
| the President for removing the deposites from 

the Bank of the United States, &c:; which was 
| ordered to be printed. 
{The resolution is in the same words with the | 


| at the last session. } 
| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. GRUNDY, from the Coromittee on the 


ported, without amendment, the bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Samuel Y. Keene. 

Mr. NILES, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of the heirs 
of James Kirkpatrick. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, the bill to 
provide for the enlistment of boys in the navy, 
and to extend the terms of the enlistment of sea- 


| men. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, introduced a bill 


| to authorize the purchase, on the part of the Uni- 


ted States, of the private stock in the Louisville 


| and Portland canal; which was twice read and 


referred. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, on leave, introduced a bill 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to com- 
promise the claim of the United States in the Alle- 


| ghany Bank of Pennsylvania; which wae twice 
| read and referred. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, on leave, introduced a 
bill for the completion of the improvement of cer- 
tain rivers and roads in Florida; which was twice 
read and referred. 


_ Mr. BENTON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
increase the compensation of the senior clerk em- 


| ployed in the office of the Adjutant General; which 


of making the necessary appropriations for the | 


| 


one on the same subject introduced by Mr. Benton | 


was twice read and referred. 

Mr. BUCHANAN gave notice that he would, 
to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to continue 
in force, for a longer period, the several acts for 


the relief of the insolvent debtors of the United 
States. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The resolution of Mr. EWING, to rescind the 
Treasury order in relation to the payments at the 
United States land offices, came up as the special 


| order. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 
Mr. HUBBARD, who had the floor, gave way 


| to Mr. TIPTON, who moved that the Senate 


| Judiciary, reported, without amendment, the bill || 


| for the payment of a debt due to the heirs of 
| Antoine Peltier, and the bill for the relief of the 

heirs of Nicholas Lachance; and reported, with 
| amendments, the bill supplementary to the act to | 
| amend the judicial system of the United States. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 


| on the accounts of Stockton & Stokes; which was | 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- | 

| nance, reported, without amendment, the bill 

| anticipating the payment of the indemnity due to 

| the citizens of the 

| and Neapolitan treaties. 

} 


nited States under the French || a era 
|| Gore, Amariah Goodwin, and Isaac Hilton.] 


| the Solicitor of the Treasury, containing a report || 


proceed to the consideration of executive business; 
which mouon was carried; and when the doors 
were opened, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpary, December 26, 1836. 

Mr. W. C. Dawson, member elect from the 
State of Georgia, appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were presented b 
Messrs. JARVIS, PARKS, and SMITH, of 


| Maine; 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, || 


| reported, without amendment, the bill to extend || 


| the provisions of the deposite act of the last ses- 
| sion, to the money that may be in the Treasury 
| on the Ist January, 1838; and said that, when 


| the bill should come up, he was instructed by the |! 


| committee to move for its indefinite postpone- | 
ment. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which a petition on the subject had been referred, 
reported a bill for the relief of William H. Rob- 
ertson, and Samuel H. Barron; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 


olutionary Claims, to which varioue petitions on 
the subject had been referred, reported the follow- | 
ing bills; which were severally read, and ordered 
| to a second reading: 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Cogs- 
well; 

A bill for the relief of [Isaac Bronson; 

A bill for the relief of James McCrary; 





| and 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick | 
Simons. 


Mr. BROWN, from the same committee, re- 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Moses Elba; | 





(Mr. Smira presented the petitions of William 


Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire; and 
Mr. LAWRENCE, of Massachusetts. 
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. ADAMS presented the petition of a certain 


John Page and twenty-six other citizens of.Silver 
Lake, Susquehannah county, Pennsylvania, pray- 


|| ing for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 


in the District of Columbia; which petition Mr. 
A. moved to refer to the Committee for the Dis- 


|| trict of Columbia. 


Mr. PICKENS then rose and asked for the de- 


|| cision of the Chair on the resolution of the House, 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Rev- || 


adopted at the last session of Congress, in refer- 
| ence to memorials of this character. 

The CHAIR said he had looked into former 
preseraatts and his impression was, that the reso- 
ution of the last session of Congress expired with 
| the session, and was only operative during that 

session. 

Mr. PICKENS said, if that was the decision of 
the Chair, he should object to the motion of refer- 
ence made by the gentleman from Massachusetts: 


|| He could not consent to refer any petitions of that 


| character to a standing committee of the House, 
and he therefore objected to it at once; and upon 
the objection he asked for the yeas and yeas. 
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Mr. PARKS moved to lay the petition on the | aieo a petition 


table. of New York.] 
Mr. CUSHMAN asked for the yeas and nays || _[Mr. Gitter presented a memorial from sundry | 
on that motion; which were ordered, and were— | cizens residing in the northern part of the State | 


yeas 116, nays 36; as follows: | of New York, praying an appropriation for the | 
¥ EAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, | construction of a breakwater at Port Kent, on 
Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Black, Boon, Boyd, oe | Lake Champlain; which was referred to the Com- | 
Bunch, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, George |, mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.] | 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, | __[Mr. Cuapi presented the petition of the heirs 
Chapin, Chetwood, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Cra- | of Joseph Fay, a lieutenant in the army of the 
mer, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Dun- | Revolution, asking commutation pay.] 
lap, Efner, Elmore, Fairfield, French, Fry, Fuller, 
Galbraith, Gillet, Graham, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hannegan, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, | 
rs Howell, or eemmegnene a 
man, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard | 
M. Tcateam Cave Snane Henry Johnson, || Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey; 
Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lansing, La- Messrs. BEAUMONT and HARPER, of | 


orte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, | Pennsylvania; 
Soon Loyall, Lucas, Abijan Mann, Martin, Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, and WASH- | 
William Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, McKay, INGTON, of Maryland; 
McKeon, McKim, McLene, Miller, Moore, Mor- ||. 
an, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin rials: : 
ierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, John Reynolds, The memorial of a number of merchants of | 
Joseph Reynolds, Schenck, Seymour, William B. | Baltimore, praying for the repeal of the 10th and | 
Shepard, Kuenins H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, |, ] 
Sickles, Spangler, Standefer, Taliaferro, Thomas, The memorial of James Tongue, praying re- | 
John Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Under- || Muneration for a tobacco warehouse, burnt by | 
wood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Washing- | the British forces during the late war with Great | 
ton, Webster, White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, | Britain. : . 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Yell, and | The memorial of W. L. Young, praying com- | 
Young—116. | pensation’ for services rendered in the surveying | 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 


hie on the poeta ——- | 
Beale, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, William B. Cal- | essrs. COLES and MORGAN, of Virginia; 
houn, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Cushing, || 


petition of Thomas Park, praying compensation 
for private property sold for the use of the Gov- 
ernment during the revolutionary war; referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. ]} 





Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, of North Carolina; 
Darlington, Dawson, Denny, Everett, Granger, || essrs. BOYD, HARLAN, . ALLAN, and | 
Hard, Hardin, Harper, Hazeltine, Henderson, WILLIAMS, of Kentucky; __ 

Hiester, Hoar, Hunt, W. Jackson, Janes, Lane, || . [Mr. Hartan presented a petition from sundry 
Lawrence, McKennan, Parker, Pearson, Reed, | “itzens of Kentucky, praying for pecuniary aid | 


Russell, Storer, Vinton, and Elisha Whiitlesey— | and governmental patronage to the American Colo- 
36. nization Society. 


So the petition was laid on the table. Messrs. W ITTLESEY, CHANEY, and 


When the name of Mr. Tuompson, of South | WEBSTER, of Ohio; 
Carolina, was called, that gentleman rose and in- Messrs. HUNTSMAN, CARTER, and DUN- 


quired, whether, if he voted to lay this petition on || LAP, of Tennessee; 

the table, it would imply that the petition had been || ou HANNEGAN, and DAVIS, 

a aeeatee replied that it would. | _ (Mr. HANNEGAN presented the petition of Wil- 
Mr. THOMPSON then asked to be excused | liam B. Cole, praying that a grant of land in 





(Mr. Leonarp, of New York, presented the | 


{[Mr. McKim» presented the following memo- | 


| 12th sections of the act passed July 14, 1832 || 








December 26, 


of inspectors of custome of port By Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasy 

be instructed to report to this House the num : 
| of claims to lands in the State of Louisiana a 
firmed under different acts of Congress, and the 
number of those acquired from the United States 
| by purchase; the number of patents issued for the 
joa claims, and the time which will probabiy 
| elapse before the whole of the patents due there(, 
| can issue under present arrangements. ; 
By Mr. UNDERWOOD: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treagy 
| be directed to lay before this House a atatemen 
| of the various sums paid to the new States respect. 
| re out of the five per cent. upon the net pro- 
| ceeds of the sales of the public lands within, 
| their respective limits; and likewise copies of th, 

reports made by said States, or their agents 

respectively, in relation to the objects to which 
_the said sums have been appropriated, and the 
/ manner of its application. 

By Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 

instructed to report to this House the amount of 
| revenue due to the United States, the payment of 
which has been suspended under the act for the 
relief of the sufferers by the fire in the city of 
| New York, passed at the last session of Congress. 
_and that, in doing so, he state the proportions of 
| the amount which has been suspended under the 
| first and second sections of the said act, and what 
| amount of the sums suspended under the gaid 

sections has been paid. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
The following resolution, offered on a former 
| day by Mr. Parker, was taken up: 

‘* Resolved, That five thousand copies of the Re. 
‘ceipts and Expenditures of the United States for 
| *the year 1835 be printed for the use of this 
* House.”’ 

Mr. ADAMS was sopentd to the resolution, 
| unless the mover should give some good reason 
| for its propriety. 

Mr. PARKER considered that this document 
ought to be published by the House to be dissem- 
inated among the people, because it was a doc- 
ument showing the disbursements of the public 
|, moneys which was raised from year to year, from 


| 


from voting; which was assented to. | the Grand Prairie may be reserved to him, for || customs, public lands, &c.; and the fact that it 


After the roll had been called through, Mr. || the purpose of making an experiment in rearing 


GARLAND, of Virginia, asked leave to vote; ob- | timber; referred to the Committee on the Public || 


jection being made, Mr. G. stated that if he had |, Lands.] 
been in the Hall at the time, he would have voted | 


against receiving the petition in any shape or form. || eT leemeene of Illinois 
. ’ 5 


(Mr. Davis presented the petition of Thomas || 


|| never found its way into the newspapers, was an 
|| additional reason why it should be published and 
distributed among the people. 
The resolution was rejected—ayes 54, noes 84. 
THE CREEK WAR. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 








Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rules | Mr. YELL, of Arkansas; 


for the purpose of taking up the following resolu- || (Mr. Yeuu presented the petition of Charles 
tion, submitted by him some days ago: 


* Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, remon- || emption; referred to the Committee on the Public 
* strances, or other papers which may be offered || 7 nds. &c 

‘ during the present session, in any manner relat- || Mr. WHITE, of Florida: 

* ing to the abolition of slavery or the slave trade in 1 Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
‘ the District of Columbia or any of the Territories || vittee of Claims. made sundry unfavorable re- 
‘of the United States, shall, on presentation, be || outs ’ y 
‘laid upon the table, without reading, without 1] P Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Pri- 
* being ordered to be printed,and without debate. | vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


Mr. OWENS asked for the yeas and nays, || Amelia Leach; which was read twice and com- || 


but, on taking the count, no quorum voting, | mitted. 
Mr. ANTHONY remarked, that as gentiemen || THE TARIFF. 
were so anxious to meet this day, he would move || 


a call of the House, so that it might be seen who | ; 
were present and canieelenaten. | ome mene offered by Mr. Fry on the 20th 
f 77 to 65, and || instant, as follows: 


The call was ordered by a vote o ‘ : . 
170 members having answered to their names, on || ‘* Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture 


motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, the |‘ instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
further proceedings in the call were dispensed | aeneee oes ae duty on foreign grain 
with, and the House refused to order the yeas |) 970 Drea stulls of ail kinds. ¢ 
and nays on the motion of Mr. DAVIS; which || The question pending was the amendment o 
motion was rejected without a count _Mr. Apams, to embrace a repeal of the duties on 
‘ ‘*foreign coals, salt, and iron;’’? and the amend- 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC.——AGAIN. || ment moved thereto by Mr. Wits, of North 
The call f titi d ials th . || Carolina, to include ** sugar. ‘ 
ceed A ak 5 gasathyppitin nee ” fe ee Mr. ANTHONY, who was entitled to the floor, 
CUSHING and REED, of Massachusetts; | addressed the House at some length in opposition 


M : >» I > || to the resolution. 
qe. PALS me eer eens || Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, then moved to 


The House then resumed the consideration of 


Messrs. LEONARD, CAMBRELENG, Mc- | lay the resolution on the table; which was agreed 
KEON, CHAPIN, MANN, YOUNG, LAN. || to without a division. 
SING, and GILLET, of New York; 


{[Mr. McKeon presented a petition praying for \ 
the erection of a light-house on Robbinas Reef; 


RESOLUTIONS. 
The following resolutions, offered on a former 
day, were taken up and adopted: 


|| Caldwell, of Arkansas, praying the right of pre- | 


Bext on the 19th instant, was then taken up and 
|| agreed to: 
‘* Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
'| «quested to communicate to this House copies of al 
‘ orders issued to Governors of States or Tervito- 
|| ‘ries, or to officers in the army, authorizing a call 
|| § for volunteers or militia men, either for the pro- 
|| * tection of the southwestern frontier, for the pre- 
| ‘ vention or suppression of Indian hostilities within 
|| {the last eighteen months; also, copies of al 
orders explanatory of, or countermanding, any 
‘ original order; also, the number of such troops, 
‘ which, at any time or times within said period, 
‘ presented themselves equipped for the service 
‘under said calls, and the States and Territories 
‘to which they belonged; also, the number re 
‘ceived into the public service, the dates of such 
|| © reception, and the several places of rendezvous; 
‘| *also, the terms of service of such troops 8 
|| ‘received into the public service, and the ter"s 
‘during which they actually served; also, the wholt 
'| *number of troops, whether volunteers, militit 
|| “men, mounted dragoons, or troops belenzing \ 
|| “the regular army, which have beem employed i" 
‘suppressing the hostilities of the Creek Indians 
‘within the same period of time; and also the 
‘greatest number so employed at one time. 
AMOUNT OF DUTIES. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Howts 
MAN on the same day, was taken up: 

‘« Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
‘ be requested to communicate to this House the 
‘amount of duties collected upon salt in the yea" 
|| #1834, 1835, and in the year 1836, as faras it ca 
\| * be estimated.’’ : 


| 

















1336. 


Mtr. McKIM moved to add the words ‘‘ and 
eae the word **salt,”? which Mr. HUNTS- 
MAN 


Mr. 
ann to embrace a call for the whole amount of 





duties received upon every article of foreign im- |, 


ports for the last four years. 
p ao : . * fi ll ° y 
asa substitute the following: 


Mr. McK. moved || 


« Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury i] 


‘cause to be prepared, for the use of this House, | 
‘gs soon as convenient, a tabular statement, | 
‘showing the net amount of revenue receivable | 


from customs for the last four years, distinguish- || 


‘ing theamount received in each year.” 


Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 
from Tennessee would accept this as a modifica- 
tion, for it was of vast importance at this time to 
have the inquiry extended. . 

Mr. HUNTSMAN accepted the substitute as 
a modification. 5 oe 

Mr. PICKENS inquired of the gentleman from 


North Carolina if he meant the ** gross” or ** net’? || 


revenue? , 

Mr. McKAY replied, the ** net.” 

Mr. PICKENS remarked that it would be | 
scarcely possible to procure such a return. 

Mr. McK AY, by consent of the original mover, 
modified the resolution by retaining both words, 
“net and gross.” 


Mr. GILLET said he would suggest to the gen- 


tleman from Tennessee to ask only for the gross | 


amount of revenue on such articles, as far as it 
can be given, As farasthe great classesof articles 
were concerned, it would be easily complied with. 
The net revenue upon the aggregate of articles 
could be, he presumed, soon given. But it would | 
be impossible to furnish, with accuracy, the net 
revenue on each article in detail. It would be | 
easy to furnish the amount of revenue at a single | 
port, and the expenses of collection, and the 
amount of drawback thereon, but he knew of no 





| 
| 


way in which a correct apportionment of the || 


former could be made upon the various articles 
imported there. A cargo may consist of a hun- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and 


adjourn was decided in the negative—ayes 60, 
noes 63. 


The question again recurring on the above reso- 


| lution, 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the 
word ‘*net,’’ and insert the words, ‘‘ together 
with the amount of drawbacks upon each article,’’ 
which Mr. Huntsman accepted as a modification; 
and the resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 
The following resolutions, offered by Mr. 


| Wuire, of Florida, on the 19th instant, were 


severally taken up and agreed to: 
** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


| *be directed to report to this House the causes 


| * passed in relation thereto; and whether, in his | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


i 


dred different articles, paying different rates of || 
duties. He would ask how the charges upon the | 


It | 


revenue could be apportioned upon each? 


but nothing more. The drawbacks paid had | 


been stated as charges upon the collection of rev- |. 


enue from the customs, and had led many gentle- | 
men into error, and induced them to believe that 


the expenses of collection were far greater than || 


they were in fact. The drawback of duties,.in | 
fact, forms no part of the expenses of coliection. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought the gentleman 
from South Carolina and his own colleague had 


“net” revenue. The net revenue was the differ- | 


ence between the amount of the gross revenue | 


upon the whole article of imports from abroad and 


that of the drawbacks upon the same article; and | 


one statement could be furnished by the Secretary 
of the Treasury as well as the other. It had 
nothing to do with the expenses of collection. 


Mr. GILLET said he thought his colleague || 


was in error on this subject. It seemed to him 
that the nett revenue was the amount received 
over and above all expenses of collection. This, 
he thought, was the ordinary acceptation of the 
expression. He believed his memory did not mis- 
ad him, when he stated that this was the under- 





that ina document communicated to this House, | 
relating to the compensation of custom-house offi- 
cers, ithad been so understood. The nett revenue 
sated in that document was the balance, after 
educting the expenses of collection and deanee'| 
becks, ‘The latter, he thought, in fact, formed 


‘ which have prevented the 9th article of the treaty 
* between Spain and the United States, of the 22d 
‘February, 1819, and the two acts of Congress 


‘opinion, any further legislation be necessary to 
‘ carry the same into effect. 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
‘ directed to communicate to this Hause the report 


. : * 
| ©of the Naval Commissioners, who have recently 


‘been engaged in the examination of the navy- 
‘yard at Pensacola, and the report of Commodore 
‘ Stewart on the same subject.” 


The following, offered by Mr. Henvenson on 
the 20th instant, was then taken up: 


** Resolved, That five thousand copies of the | 


‘ Senate document No. 333, entitled report of the 
‘Geological Reconnoissance made in 1835, from 


| ‘the seat of Government, by the way of Green 


‘ Bay and the Wisconsin Territory, to the Coteau 
* De Prairie, by G. W. Featherstonhough, United 
‘States geologist, be printed for the use of the 
‘members of this House.” 


On motion of Mr. H., the resolution was modi- | 
| fied by the addition of the following words: “ un- 


der the direction of Mr. Featherstonhaugh.”’ 
Mr. PARKER objected to the resolution, unless 
some gentleman would give good reasons for its 


' adoption. 
might be done so as to approximate to the truth, || 


Mr. G. LEE said he had voted uniformly for | 


motions to print the public documents; the peo- 
ple were entitled to the knowledge of all the pro- 
ceedings of the Government; they desire this 


'| knowledge; and he had seen no document which | 
was not proper and useful for the people to read 


and discuss. 
The gentleman from New Jersey asks who wants 


| the document—who willl read it? and expresses 


| an opinion that not one in one hundred thousand 
misapprehended what was meant by the term || 


will read it. i wilinformthe gentleman that several 
scientific gentlemen have written to me for copies. 


I have this day applied at the document office for || 
them, and am informed that not a single copy | 


remains. The subject of the geology of our coun- 


| try is an interesting subject to all classes, and 
| especially the geology of our wide spread, hith- 


| 


erto unexplored regions; and I believe the very |, 


reverse of the opinion of the gentleman from New 
Jersey would be nearer the truth. I believe that 
not one in one hundred thousand of the reading 
community would fail to read if they had the 
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1 Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, moved that the 
‘| House adjourn. 
accepted as a modification, | 


McKAY suggested a further modification, || nays; which were not ordered; and the motion to 


} 


| document; and I believe, moreover, that the print- | 





| 
} 


j 


ing and the distribution by Congress is the most 


convenient and the cheapest mode of dissemina- 
sanding of it at the Treasury. He recollected, |, 


information that can be devised. 


53 


transmitting a report, in pursuance of the resolu 
tion of the House of 29th of May, 1836, in rela- 
tion to applications for pensions, and containing 
lists of applicants; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 


On motion, the House adjourned. 





(On Friday, Mr. Lawrence, of Massachusetts, 
presented the following petitions: The petition of 
Nathaniel Goddau and others, for pensions. The 
petition of John R. Parker, of Boston, inventor of 
theSemaphoric telegraph for transmitting informa- 
tion from one station to another, for an act estab- 
lishing a permanent line of telegraphs throughout 
the Union. The petition of Sylvester Day, assist- 
ant surgeon in the United States army, fora reim- 
bursement of money paid by him for quarters in 
1823-4. The petition of inhabitants of the city 
of Boston, for a repeal of the duty on foreign 
coal. The petition of Henry J. Pickering, for a 
remission of duties on certain machines for the 
manufacture of paper, imported into Boston in 
1829. The memorial of Hilliard, Gray & Co., 
of Boston, for the purchase by Congress of their 
recently-published Commentaries on the Constitu- 
| tion of the United States, &c.,in3 vols. 8vo. The 
| petition of the Boston Marine Society, for a light- 

house on Nauset Beach; also for buoys and spin- 
dies in Boston harbor. ] 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 27, 1836. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Anprew 
Jackson, Jr., his Secretary. 

{Given in the proceedings of the House of Rep- 
resentatives—see page 54.) 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the message and 
documents were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, show- 
ing the different appropriations of the last session 
in which there remain unexpended balances. 

Also, a report from the same department, made 
in compliance with the resolution of the 20th 
instant, iu relation to the transfers of the public 
moneys made in pursuance of the deposite act; 
both of which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS PRESENTED. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of George 
I. Knight, prayéng to be remunerated for the loss 
of a vessel and cargo that was pressed into the 
| service of the United States, and captured and 
_burned by theenemy. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Joseph 
Nourse, praying to be allowed by Congress his 
claims against theGovernment, which the account- 
ing officers refuse to allow him; referred to the 
| Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of a 


| 


|| large number of the inhabitants of Connecticut, 


praying for a repeal of the duty on foreign coal; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 
| factures. 
Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of the 
heirs of Henry Fisher, praying compensation for 
| the revolutionary services of the deceased. 


tin | , h iti : 
The question on the resolution, as modified, was i R SOW lS VOERTEE prentaten epee AF Gre Oia 


then taken, and the vote stood—ayes 71, noes 47; || 5; 


no quorum. 


r. PARKER moved that the House adjourn. 
Lost—64 to 65. « 
Mr. OWENS moved to Jay the resolution on 


no part of the expenses, though heretofore so || the table. Lost without a count. 


“ated. He would suggest that the resolution be 
so altered, as to require the gross revenue, and the 
‘mount of drawback on each article. This would 
tive what all wanted. All agree in the object of 
obtaining the information. Unless we put it in 
this shape, we coulil, not expect to have the reso- 
lation answered sufficiently early to be of any ser- 
‘ice to us this session. By this resolution we 
thal obtain information in a condenced form, 
¥tich is now somewhat scattered in the docu- 
ments annually laid upon our tables. 


| 


Mr. BELL wished to know if this work had || 
| been examined by any one competent to judge of | Claims, 
| its merits, for they had often ordered books to be || the House to provide 


He || other property lost in t 


printed which turned out to be worthless. 


| 
| 


ailroad Company, praying to be allowed the 
ght of way through the public lands; referred to 
| the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


{| Petitions were also presented by Messrs. TIP- 


TON and BROWN. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
to which had been referred the bili from 


eee for horses and 
e service of the United 


moved that the resolution be referred to the Com- || States, reported the same with amendments; which 


mittee on the Library. 
Mr. HEN DERSON accepted this as a modifi- 


cation, and, so modified, the resolution was agreed i 


to. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


|| were read. 


} 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


|| Mr. PRENTISS, on leave, introduced a bill 


for the relief of Elisha Town; which was twice 


munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, |, read and referred. 
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Mr. SOUTHARD, on leave, introduced the 1 (Mr. Rernotps moved that certain memorials | 
following bills; which were severally twice read || and petitions now on file in this House, praying 
and referred: || agrant of land to certain ancient settlers in Illi- 
A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- | nois, be referred to the Committee on the Public 
sentatives of Henry Eckford; || Lands. These petitions and memorials present 
A bill to establish a Naval Academy; the claims of certain settlers, arising from an erro- | 
A bill for the relief of Commodore Isaac Hull; | neous construction of the acts of Congress on that | 
A bill to establish and regulate the navy ration, | subject, and from the residence of these settlers in | 
and for other purposes; || a certain year, which entitled them to a grant of | 
A bill to regulate the pay of officers of the marine || land.] 
corps; | (Mr. Casey ene the petition of a number | 
A bill making an appropriation for deepening || of citizens of II 
the bar and constructing a dry-dock at Pensacola; 
and || heirs of those who were slain in battle during the 
A bill authorizing the necessary examinations | war of the Revolution; which, on his motion, was 


linois, praying the passage of a | 
law granting a bounty in land to the widows and | 


_ December 26, 


of a convention assembled at Ann Arbour. ; 

Michigan, on the 26th of Septemier, 1836.’ ai 
which (marked A) are herewith laid before v0 : 
It will be seen by these papers, that the fo 
tion therein referred to was elected by the neo, 
of Michigan, pursuant to an act of the State Levis 
lature, passed on the 25th of July last, in corse. 
quence of the abovementioned act of Congress 
and that it declined giving its assent to the fuy\,, 


| mental condition prescribed by Congress, and j.. 


jected the same. 
On the 24th instant, the accompanying Paper 
marked B, with its enclosure, containing the pro. 


|| ceedings of a convention of delegates subsequently 


elected, and held in the State of Michigan, w,; 


and surveys for the purpose of establishing a naval || referred to the Committee on the Public Lands.} || presented to me. By these papers, which are als 


rendezvous at or near the southern extremity of || 
the Territory of Florida. | 


Mr. DAVIS, on leave, introduced a bill to re- | 
munerate the captors of the privateer Lydia; | 


BILLS REPORTED. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 


which was twice read and referred. __ || priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 

Mr. BUCHANAN, on leave, introduced a bill || the Government for the year 1837; read twice and 
to extend, for a longer period, the several acts | referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
now in force for the relief of the insolvent debtors | state of the Union. 


of the United States; which was twice read and | Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
referred. : | mitttee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill || for the relief @f Polly Lemon; read twice and 
for the relief of Daniel Bush; which was twice || committed. 


read and referred. ‘ . | Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Private 
Mr. MOORE, on leave, introduced a bill to || Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to invest |! Moore and William Moore. This bill having been 
the amount of the three per cent. fund, reserved || twice read, Mr. L. moved that it be ordered to be 
for making roads in Alabama, under the direction | engrossed for a third reading; and, after a few 
of Congress; which was twice read and referred. || words from that gentleman in explanation, and 
Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill to || Messrs. D. J. PEARCE, JARVIS and VINTON 
authorize John E. Metcalf and others to locate | in opposition to the motion, it was disagreed to, 
certain preémption claims in Indiana; which was | 49 only voting in the affirmative. 
twice read and referred. So the bill was rejected. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, introduced a bill } 





for the completion of certain internal improve- || 


: : Mant ln» : | motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, recon- | 
ee ee ee ed sidered; and then, on motion of Mr. LAWLER, | 


twice read and referred. in . 
| the same was commitied to a Committee of the 
THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


| Whole House. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration|| Mr, LINCOLN, from. the Committee on the 
of the resolution introduced by Mr. Ewine, of || pyplic Lands, reported a bill to grant the Apalaga 


Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order in relation to } Railroad Company the right of way through the | 


ayments at the United States land offices. 

Mr. HUBBARD, who had the floor, addressed 
the Senate at length in opposition to the resolu- | MICHIGAN. 
tion; afier which, on motion of Mr. WALKER, || The following message in writing was received 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of ex- | from the President of the United States, by the 
ecutive business, and, when the doors were | hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW JACKSON, 
opened, adjourned. | Jr., Esq : 

Taber oe tere eet To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of .@merica: 


| public lands; read twice and committed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Tvespay, December 27, 1836. } 
Petitions and memorials were presented by || 
Messrs. HALL and EVANS, of Maine; 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 
Messrs. HARD, WARDWELL, HAZEL- | the constitution and State government which the 





the northern boundary line of the State of Ohio, 
| and to provide for the admission of the State of 


TINE, McKEON, REYNOLDS, LOVE, and || people of Michigan had formed for themselves, | 


RUSSELL, of New York, 
(Mr. Russet presented the petition of Milan- 


| was ratified and confirmed, and the State of Michi- 





itants of the county of Washington, in the State | equal footing with the original States, but on the 
of New York, praying an appropriation to improve || express condition, that the said State should con- 


the harbor at White Hall, in said county; which, |! sist of, and have jurisdiction over, all the territory | 


on mation of Mr. R., was referred to the Com-|| included within certain boundaries described in 
mittee on Commerce. the act, and over none other. It was further en- 
Mr. R. also presented the petition of Lewis | acted by the third section of the same law, that 


Hatch, a soldier of the Revolution, praying for | as a compliance with the fundamental condition of | 


a pension for his revolutionary services; which, || admission, the boundaries of the State of Michi- 
on motion of Mr. R., was also referred to the || gan, as thus described, declared, and established, 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


Weeks, of the county of Washington, in the State || sole purpose of giving the assent therein required ; 
of New York, a soldier of the Revolution, praying | that as soon as such assent should be given, the 
for an increase of his pension for services rendered || President of the United States should announce 
in the war of the Revolution; which, on motion of || the same by proclamation; and that, thereupon, 
Mr. R., was referred to the Committee on Revo- || and without any further proceeding on the part 
lutionary Pensions. | of Congress, the admission of the State into the 
- Mr. GALBRAITH, of Pennsylvania; | Union, as one of the United States of America, 
Mr. WASHINGTON, of Maryland; | should be considered as complete, and the Sena- 
Messrs. LUCAS and MERCER, of Virginia; || tors and Representatives in the Congress of the 
Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, of North Carolina; || United States, entitled to take their seats without 
Messrs. BOYD and HARLAN, of Kentucky; || further delay. 
Messrs. SLOANE and KENNON, of Ohio; | In the month of November last, 1 received a 
Messrs. CASEY and REYNOLDS, of'Iilinois. || communication, enclosing the official proceedings 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida. - 


! 


|| pears that elections were held in all the count) 


|| Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- | 


At a subsequent period of the day’s proceedings | 
|| the vote by which this bill was rejected, was, on | 


By the second section of the act ‘to establish || 


| Michigan into the Union, upon the conditions | 
‘therein expressed,’”’ approved June 15th, 13836, | 


/gan declared to be one of the United States of | 
thon Wheeler, John H. Boyd, and others, inhab- \| America, and admitted into the Union upon an | 


|| should ** receive the assent of a convention of dele- | 
Mr. R. also presented the petition of Samuel || gates, elected by the people of snid State, for the | 


erewith submitted for your consideration, it ap. 


_ of the State, except two, on the 5th and 6h days 

of December instant, for the purpose of electing , 
convention of delegates to give the assent required 
| by Congress; that the delegates then elected, as. 
sembled in convention on the 14th day of Decem. 
|| ber instant; and that on the following day the a3. 
sent of the body to the fundamental Condition, 


|| above stated, was formally given. 


| This latter convention was not held or elected, 
| by virtue of any act of the Territorial or Sta 
Legislature; it originated from the people them. 
|| selves, and was chosen by them in pursuance of 
|| resolutions adopted in primary assemblies, held 
in the respective counties. The act of Congress, 
|| however, does not prescribe by what authority 
'| the convention shall be ordered, or the time when, 
| or the manner in which, it shall be chosen. Had 
these latter proceedings come to me during the re- 
|| cess of Congress, I should therefore have felt i: 
|| my duty, on being satisfied that they emanated 
| from a convention of delegates elected, in point of 
fact, by the people of the State, for the purpose 
required, to have issued my proclamation thereon, 
as provided by law. But as the authority cov- 
ferred on the President was evidently given to him 
under the expectation that the assent of the con- 
|| vention might be laid before him during the recess 
'| of Congress, and to avoid the delay of a postpone- 
‘| ment until the meeting of that body, and as the 


| 


| circumstances which now attend the case are in 





_ other respects peculiar, and such as could not have 
|| been foreseen, when the act of June 15, 1836, was 


| passed, I deem it most agreeable to the intent of | 


that law, and proper for other reasons, that the 
_ whole subject should be submitted to the decision 
| of Congress. The importance of your early ac- 
tion upon it is too obvious to need remark. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


Wasuineron, December, 1836. 


The message having been read, was, on motion 
‘|| of Mr. CRAIG, referred to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, and, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, submitted the 
| following resolution; which, under the rule, lie 
| over one day: 
Resolved, That the President of the United 
| States be requested to communicate to this House 
|| if, in his opinion, not incompatible with the pubiic 
|| interest, what steps, if any, have recently been 
taken to recover of the kingdom of Denmark the 
claims of the United States for three prize ships, 
| viz: The Betsey, The Union, and Charming Polly, 
valued by Dr. Benjamin Franklin at fifty thou- 
sand pounds sterling, captured .by the squadron 
under the command of the Chevalier John Pau! 
| Jones, during the war of the Revolution, carried 
| into the port of Bergen, Norway, a part of the 
Danish dominions, seized by the officers of his 
| Danish Majesty, the King of Denmark, in 0° 
| tober, 1779, and unlawfully delivered to the Brit- 
| ish authorities. If no steps have been so taken 
| to recover said claim, to communicate to this 
| House whether it has ever been waived, or give" 
| up, and if the sums have been waived, or give? 
|| up, when, and if upon any, what consideration. 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Maine, __ . 
'| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
|| be instructed to inquire into the expediency ° 
extending the provisions of the act, entitled oe 
‘| act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors ° 











rs of 


1836. oie 
a United States,” passed on the 2d day of | 
March, A. D. 1831, to such persons who were in- | 
depted to the United States in the manner pro- 
vided for by said act on the Ist day of January 
jast past. - 

On motion of Mr. BORDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be wstructed to inquire into the expediency of 
changing the name of the revenue district Digh- 
ton, in the State of Massachusetts, to that of Fall 
Rtuver; also, the expediency of allowing vessels 
arriving from the Cape of Good Hope, and places 
beyond, to enter in said district. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency || 
of continuing to the widows and children of the | 
oficers and soldiers of the late war with Great | 
Britain, the pensions to which their husbands and |, 
fathers were entitled. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, whose | 
duty it shall be to consider all matters touching | 
the public buildings and public grounds within | 
the city of Washington. 

On motion of Mr. HALL, of Maine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- |, 
sions be instructed to oa into the expediency | 
of placing the name of Moses Smith on the pen- || 
sion roll, from the 10th of March, 1814, to the | 
gih of April, 1818. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Comuuttee on the Library | 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of pub- _ 
lishing a stereotype edition of the laws of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. BEAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- | 
ing an additional appropriation for removing the || 
obstructions in the Cocheco branch of the Piscata- 
qua river, near the harbor of Dover, in the State 
of New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, 


| 


, and entirely unnecessary charge upon that merit- | 


| upon seamen, 


| American seamen. 


|| vessel every person they thougat proper to take. 
| When war commenced with England the British 


|} seamen wherever found; and under that order 
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the subject were not only unnecessary for the pro- | 
tection of our seamen, but were a heavy, odious, 


} 


orious body of men. It was cruel to require them | 
to take out a protection at every port in the United | 
States, and was a vexatious and odious tax upon | 
them. The American flag was of iiself a sufti- 
cient protection on the ocean. 

Mr. PARKER objected to the resolution, as he | 
considered protections necessary in many cases. 

Mr. MchEON hoped that the gentleman from 
New Jersey would give up his objections. The | 


| resolution proposed an inquiry into the propriety | 
_ of relieving a highly deserving class of our citizens 


from an onerous tax, and ought to be adopted. 
Mr. GILLET said a few words in its support, | 

and wished its operation to be extended still fur- | 

ther by instructing the committee to inquire also | 


into the expediency of abolishing all fees imposed | 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that his reso- | 
lution embraced all laws on the subject; and as he | 
had no objection to any extension of it, he con- | 
sented to the modification. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the subject would be re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and be | 
examined in all its aspects, and that they would | 
make a report to the House on the subject. This 
resolution proposed to make a very important 
change in the system of granting protection to 
American seamen. He doubted whether it would | 
be expedient to repeal all the laws on the subject. 
He thought American seamen ought to have sume | 
paper as a protection and to identify them as | 
He doubted whether the | 
American seamen should lose the protection of | 


their country. Mr. A. said there might be many | 
/members who did not know what gave origin to |, 
| this system of protection. 


The origin of it was | 
the practice of impressment by the British Gov- 
ernment; that practice of taking out of every. 


King issued orders to his officers to take British 


{ } 


| engaging crews. 


| York, that a protection was unnecessary. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be || British officers impressed and took what seamen | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap- || out of our vessels they pleased; aud the only 
pointing a surveyor of the customs at Bruns- | check there was now to this practice was this | 


wick, in the State of Georgia. 
On motion of Mr. BURNS, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- || 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency || 
of placing the name of Ezekiel Burnham on the || 
pension roll. 
On motion of Mr. JANES, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- || 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into | 
the expediency of establishing a post route from || 
Danville, through Walden and Lamoille village, || 
to Walcott, in the State of Vermont; and that || 
the papers now on file in relation to the same be | 
committed to said committee. | 
On motion of Mr. JACKSON, 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 


ency of allowing to Elijah Barder the arrears as ao: ee aval: he. discharged: eReppt ender || 


pay as a revolutionary soldier from the 25th day | 
of September, 1820, when he was stricken from || 
the pension roll, until the 19th day of January, | 
1832, the time when hi’ name was enrolled. | 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
removing the location of the district and circuit || 
courts of the United States for the district of New 
Hampshire, from Exeter to Concord. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 





reviving the act granting pensions to the widows 
and orphan children of persons who were em- 
ployed on board of private-armed vessels of the 
United States, and who died in such employment 
during the late war. 

Mr.CAMBRELENG submitted the following: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing all laws authorizing protection to be issued to 
American seamen. 

Mr. C. gave as a reason for his introduction of 
this resolution that the laws now in existence on 


| would pass, and that the committee would con- | 


| the custom-house was & sufficient protection. On 


| very protection which is now proposed to be taken | 
| away fromthem. It was intended as an expedient | 
for saving American seamen from being taken | 
away in this manner, and impressed on board of 
British ships of war. He hoped the resolution | 


sider it a very serious matter; and if the jaw was 
to be abolished that they would provide some 
protection for American seamen. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said his own impression 
was, that the roll which every ship took out from 


it the name, the age, and a description of every 
seaman was set down, and he did not know how 


an American seaman could receive greater protec- || 
e . | i z i e i i i 3 C. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | tion than this. As to seamen being discharged || and other pensioners, & 





in foreign ports, the laws expressly declared that 


certain specified provisions. He stated that his | 
only object was to relieve American seamen from 
an inconvenience at present existing, and he did 
not think that because heretofore our ships had | 
been boarded, and seamen taken, that it became 
us at this day to continue this kind of protection 
to American seamen. 

Mr. ADAMS said he did not mean to oppose 
the resolution, but he meant to apprize the House 
that this was a proposition which involved a ques- 
tion of peace or war, and with no less a power 
than Great Britain; and when the subject went.to | 
the committee, he hoped and trusted they would | 
consider it as a matter of very great moment. He 
did not consider the ships’ roll a sufficient protec- 
tion; he did not believe that officers of foreign 
Governments would look upon ships’ rolls as of | 
any account at all. Suppose the King of Great 
Britain was to issue an order in council directing 
his officers to take British seamen wherever found, 
he asked the gentleman from New York whether | 
this roll would be any protection atall? And if | 
they should take our seamen, what would you do? 
You would remonstrate,and instruct your minister 
to remonstrate, until you would come to war. 
In this way was our last war brought about—a 
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war (however much he might abhor a war) as 
righteous as ever was waged in the world. He 
would vote to repeal any unnecessary charge upon 
seamen. 

Mr. CUSHING did not rise to oppose the reso- 
lution, because some examination of the subject 
might be necessary. He knew that in some ports 
the charges were higher than in others, in conse- 
quence of which there was sometimes difficulty in 
But, at the same time, he did 
not consider that the ship’s roll was a sufficient 
protection, as the gentleman from New York had 
intimated. Ele inquired, was this roll to bea pro- 
tection to seamen who might be discharged, or 
might have left the vessel? The roll was always 
kept with the vessel, therefore it could be no pro- 
tection to seamen, unless while on the vessel. 
He was in favor of having any tax taken off of 
seamen which might now be imposed, or of equal- 
izing the expenses of procuring a protection; but 
he did not think, with the gentleman from New 
He 


said, that when landsmen desired to go to Europe, 


| they got a passport from the Department of State 


without charge, and he should be pleased to see 
the seamen get protections on the same conditions. 

Mr. C. concluded by moving to amend the reso- 
lution, so that the committee should be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing the tax 


|| now imposed on seamen. 


Mr.CAMBRELENG had rather send the whole 
subject to the Committee on Commerce, the law 
as wellas the tax. He hoped it would be blotted 
out from the statute-book, for it was a disgrace 

| there, and there was not a single case that could 
arise leading to the results apprehended by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The resolution, as modified, was then agreed 

to, and the House passed to the orders of the 


|| day. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 


The first business being the resolutions of Mr. 
Wise, and Mr. Pearce of Rhode Island, on the 
subject of inquiry into the alleged abuses of the 
Executive Departments, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved its postponement 
till Thursday next. 

Mr. DUNLAP hoped it would not be post- 
poned, and he expressed his surprise that such a 
motion should come from the friends of the Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did not wish the resolu- 
tions postponed indefinitely, but, on the contrary, 


| acted upon atonce. They had, however, as yet, 
| only served to elicit long political speeches, in 


which it was apprehended the public took very 
| litle interest, and the public business was suffer- 
| ing in consequence of it. ‘There were several bills 
of urgent necessity that ought to be acted upon; 
and he referred to the bill making appropria- 

| tions for the suppression of Indian hostilities in 
Florida, and to that pravtnng for the revolutionary 
ie was not a little as- 

_ tonished that the gentleman from Tennessee should 
hint that Mr. C. desired to put off the question, 
when it was within the knowledge of the House 
| that he was one of the very few members last ses- 
| sion, who, upon all occasions, voted for a similar 
\inquiry. Lf the House would now take the vote 
| he would withdraw his motion; and for the pur- 
| pose of testing its sense, he withdrew it accord- 


ingly. 
The resolution originally submitted by Mr. 
| Wise, and reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, was then read, 
as follows: 

** Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
‘ message as relates to the ‘ condition of the vari- 
‘ous executive departments, the ability and integ- 
‘rity with which they have been conducted, the 
‘ vigilant and faithful discharge of the public busi- 
| ‘ness in all of them, and the causes of. complaint, 
| ‘from any quarter, at the manner in which they 
| ‘have fulfilled the objects of their creation,’ be 
| ‘referred to a select committee, to consist of nine 
‘members, with power to send for persons and 
| * papers, and with instructions to inquire into the 
* condition of the various executive departments, 
‘the ability and integrity with which they have 
‘been conducted, into the manner in which the 
'* public business has been discharged in all of 
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‘quarter, at the manner in which said depart- 


‘ their officers or agents of every description what- 
‘ever, directly or indirectly connected with them 
‘in any manner, officially or unofficially, in duties 
* pertaining to the public interest, have fulfilled or 
‘failed to accomplish the objects of their creation, 
‘or have violated their duties, or have injured and 
‘impaired the public service and interest, and that 
‘said committee, in its inquiries, may refer to such 


‘and proper.”’ i 

The question pending was the following amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island: 
Strike out all after the word ‘‘ resolved,’’ and in- 
sert the following: 

“That so much of the President’s message as 


‘ous executive departments to bear testimon 


‘ducted. It has been my aim to enforce in all of 
‘them a vigilant and faithful discharge of the pub- 
‘lic business; and it is gratifying to me to believe 
‘that there is no just cause of complaint, from 
‘any querter, at the manner in which they have 


‘to a select committee of nine members, with in- 
‘structions to inquire into any specific causes of 
‘complaint which may be alleged against the 


‘departments, or their bureaus, or the vigilance 
‘and fidelity with which their duties have been 
‘discharged, and that said committee have power 
‘to send for persons and ee 

Mr. PICKENS remar 
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conclusion upon it. Mr. P. would, therefore, 
suggest the propriety of postponing the further 
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and that it be made the special order for that 
day. 

Mr. HARPER suggested a later day—this day 
week. 

Mr. PICKENS assented, and modified his mo- 


-* * 
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‘ day next, and that it be made the special order 
for that day. He again explained, substantially 


of Mr. Wise. 
Mr. BOON hoped it would not be postponed 


of, to one 
week, the information required by it could not be 
obtained at all during this short session. 


ayes 98, noes 51. 
COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 


a. 
- 
ae 


3” Worn 


the publication of the annual statement of the 
commerce and navigation of the United States, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, was taken up, read twice, and, on motion of 
Mr. GILLET, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
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INDIAN CESSIONS. 


The bill regulating, in certain cases, the dispo- 
sition of the proceeds of lands ceded by Indian 
tribes to the United States, was read the third 
time and passed. 


THE MINT. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Muntensere in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 


lishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States.” 
The question pending was the motion of Mr. 


to change the value of copper, 80 as to restore it 
to the present rate. 

The motion to amend was supported by Messrs. 
ADAMS and HARPER, and opposed by Messrs. 





‘ them, and into all causes of complaint, from any | 


‘ments, or their bureaus or offices, or any of | 


‘periods of time as to them may seem expedient || 


‘is in the following words, to wit: ‘ Before con- || 
‘cluding this paper, I think it is due to the vari- | 
to | 
‘their prosperous condition, and to the ability | 
‘and integrity with which they have been con- || 


* fulfilled the objects of their creation,’ be referred || 


‘integrity of the administration of any of the | 


ed that, as the honor- | 
able mover of the original resolution was absent || 
from the House, as he had been for some days, || 
paaemeeey usage and courtesy would afford |) 

im an opportunity of addressing the House in || 


consideration of the subject till Thursday next, || 


5 tion by moving to postpone the subject till Tues- | 


as above, his reason for doing so, viz: the absence || 


another hour; and he added, it must be obvious | 
one that, if it was postponed another | 


The motion of Mr. Pickens was agreed to— || 


The joint resolution from the Senate, directing || 


supplementary to the act entitled ** An act estab-. 


Harper to strike out those parts of the vill going | 
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ment was agreed to. 
Mr. HARPER moved some further amend- | 
ments; which were agreed to. 
A somewhat lengthy discussion ensued upon | 
some of the other minute provisions of the bill, in | 
which Messrs. CAMBRELENG and ADAMS | 
participated, when the bill was laid aside to be | 
reported, as amended, to the House. | 
he committee then took up and considered the | 
| bill making appropriation for the suppression of | 
Indian hostilities; [the bill appropriated the fur- | 
|| ther sum of $2,000,000;) which was laid aside to 
| be reported. 
| The committee then took up and considered the | 
| bill making appropriations for the payment of the | 
|| revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
| States for the year 1837; which was laid aside. 
The committee then rose and reported, and the | 
mint bill being taken up, the amendments of the | 
Committee of the Whole were severally concurred || 


in. 

Mr. GILLET moved further to amend the bill, || 
so as to make the cent a legal tender for all sums 
under the half dime; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. G. then moved to strike out the twelfth 
section; which was also disagreed to, and the bill || 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The other two bills were also ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and then, on motion, 
|| ‘The House adjourned. 


| 
| 
IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 28, 1836. 
| Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the Le- 
| 
| 





| 





1} 
| 





|| gislature of Missouri, praying for an extension 
| of the right of preémption, and for a graduation 
| of the price of public land, in proportion to its 
uaiity; referred to the Committee on the Public 
nds. Also,a memorial from the same, pray- 
| ing for the establishment of a suitable number of 
/marine hospitals on the northern lakes and the 
| Mississippi river; referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. Also, a memorial from the same, 
praying that all lands returned as not worth the 
expense of surveying, may be surrendered to the 
State; referred to the Committee on the Public 
|| Lands. 
|| Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
| dry citizens of Philadelphia, praying that an ap- 
| propriation may be made for the erection of a new || 
custom-house at that place; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of 
| John H. Hall, of Harper’s Ferry, stating that he 
has effected important improvements in the con- 
struction of fire-arms, and ‘asking remuneration 
|| for his great expenditure of time and money on 
| that object, referred to the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of Dr. Boyd 
Riley, asking the patronage of Congress for a || 
' vapor bath invented by him; referred to a select 
| committee, consisting of five members. 


|| _ Petitions were also presented by Messrs. HUB- | 
|| BARD, DAVIS, KENT, and WRIGHT. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
_diciary, reported, without amendment, the bill to 

















provide more effectually for the settlement of 
/ accounts between the United States and receivers 
| of public moneys. 


Mr. ‘TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
| Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of William H. Hall; and the committee was 
| discharged from the further consideration thereof. 


| Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 

to which had been referred the petition of Ransom 
Mix, reported a bill for his relief; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, to which had been referred the petition 
| of Tench Ringgold, reported a bill for his relief; 
| which was read and ordered to a second reading. 
|| Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 





|| sions, reported unfavorably on the petiticn of 
|, Joseph Ford. 

|| Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on 
|| Roads and Canals, reported, without amendment, 


a 28, 


the bill to authorize the Pensacola and Perdia, 
Railroad and Canal Company to locate a pq, 


4 road 


December 








and cut a canal through the public lands, 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the same com 
reported, without amendment, the bill to 
ize certain 
of Florida. 

RESOLUTIONS INTROSOCED. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolution. 
which lies on the table one day for consideratiy),: 

Resolved, That the 47th a of the Senate je 
amended as follows: After ‘‘ country,” insert 
‘Sor who have received medals by a vote of Cop. 

ress. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following reso. 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Ap. 
fairs be instructed to er into the expedienc 
of making provision by law for constructing suit. 
able fortifications in Portland harbor, at the mouths 
of the Kennebec, Penobscot, and St. Croix rivers 
and at any other points on the coast or interio; 
frontier of the State of Maine, requiring works of 


Mittee, 
y : ° ! author. 
internal improvements in the Territory 


| defense. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following regoly. 
‘tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing the laws which impose twenty cents 


|| month upon seamen as hospital money. 


BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House were sey. 
erally read twice and referred: 

An act for the payment of the revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States; 

An act making an appropriation for the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities; 

An act to regulate, in certain cases, the dispo- 
sition of the proceeds of the public lands ceded by 
Indian tribes to the United States; 

An act supplementary to the act entitled an act 
establishing and regulating the coins of the United 
States; and 

A bill for the relief of Norman Holt. 


LIST OF BALANCES. 
Mr. BENTON called the attention of the Senate 
to a statement that had been received from the 


| President of the United States, in answer to a res- 


olution submitted by him, showing the balances 
that will remain on the Ist January next of unex- 
pended appropriations of the last session, with the 
date of each appropriation. Mr. B. moved that 
an extra number of copies of this document be 
printed and distributed as follows: five copies to 
each of the Governors of the several States, and 
twenty copies to each branch of the Leyislatures 
of the several! States. 

On this motion a debate ensued, in which it was 
opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN, HUBBARD, 
DAVIS, NILES, and STRANGE, and sup- 
perted by Mr. BENTON;; but at. the suggestion 
of Messrs. HUBBARD and STRANGE, Mr. 
BENTON withdrew that part of the motion 
which relates to sending copies to the Governors 
and Legislatures of the several States. The first 
branch of the motion, which was for the printing 
of one thousand extra copies of the document, 
was then carried without a division. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE, POSTMASTER 


GENERAL. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
General Post Office Department, containing esti- 
mates of the expenditures for the ensuing year; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

This being the day set apart for the election of 
Chaplain, the Senate proceeded to ballot for the 
same; and on the first ballot the Rev. Mr. Goov- 
MAN was elected, he having received 22 votes out 
of 41 given. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
\Wepnespay, December 28, 1836. 
Petitions and memorials were presented by— 
Mr. BEAN, of New Hampshire; : 

(Mr. Bean presented the petitions of Jedediah 
Skinner, praying for an invalid pension.] 
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Se ——_——_ a IunESTEEEDUEDTENEDEDUTEEEEENTTE 
Messrs. ADAMS and PHILLIPS, of Massa- || 


cir. HOLT, of Connecticut; | 


Messrs. HAZELTINE and GILLET, of New | 
York; | 
Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey; | 
Messrs. MCKENNAN and GALBRAITH, of 
Pennsylvania; . 
(Mr. GALBRAITH presented a memorial from || 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an appro- || 
iation to improve the Alleghany river from || 
Pitsburg, in Pennsylvania, to Olean, in the State 
of New York; referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. Also, a memorial on the files of the || 
House, from citizens of Pennsylvania, setting | 
| 


| 


forth the great and increasing issues of bank paper | 
money by companies incorporated in the different | 
States, producing fluctuations and confusion in | 
the currency of the country, and leading to con- 
fiction among the several States and against the || 
spirit of the Constitution of the United States; and | 
praying Congress to inquire into the expediency || 
and propriety of proposing an amendment to the |, 
Constitution, restricting the incorporation of bank- | 
ing companies hereafter by the States, and limiting | 
such companies in their issues of paper money; 
also, setting forth that the notes of the Bank || 
of the United States, which had been returned || 
to the bank for redemption, and redeemed, had | 
been reissued since the expiration of the charter || 
on the 4th day of March last, instead of being || 
canceled; and praying an inquiry by Congress || 
whether any remedy can be devised against such || 
practice upon the Government, as a stockholder | 
in the said bank, and upon the commnnity, having | 
no security for the redemption of such reissues || 
of the notes of a bank whose charter has expired | 
for that purpose. 
Mr. G. asked the reference of the memorial to || 
a select committee, 
Mr. Mann, of New York, expressed a wish to || 
give his reasons why he should be pleased to have 
thegentleman from Pennsylvania gratified in his | 
motion, and he therefore hoped the petition would || 
lie over. 
Under the rule, the memorial was ordered to | 
lie over till to-morrow. 
Mr. HOWARD, of Maryland; 


Messrs. McCOMAS, TALIAFERRO, and | 
MERCER, of Virginia; 

[Mr. McComas presented the petition of James 
Boyd, which had been heretofore presented to 
the Commissioner of Pensions and rejected, pray- | 
ing Congress to grant him a pension. The peti- 
tion was, on Mr. McC.’s motion, referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ]} 


Mr. HAMER, of Ohio; 

{Mr. Hamer presented the petition of Nancy 
Egnew, praying compensation for losses sustained || 
during the late war with Great Britain; referred | 
to the Committee of Claims.]} | 


Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois; || 
(Mr. Reynoxps, of lilinois, presented the me- |, 
morial of the General Assembly of Illinois, pray- || 
‘ig a donation of land to be given to the State to || 
tid in the repair of the road from Shawneetown, || 
by Frankfort, in the State of Illinois, to St. Louis, || 
it Missouri; and on his motion the same was || 








referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals.) \ 


Mr. LAWLER, of Alabama; and 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


of Claims, reported a resolution discharging that | 


committee from the-further consideration of the || 


tase of —— Brookes, and referring the same, and | 


the accompanying paper, to the Third Auditor; || 


which was concurred in. 


THE CO 


} and Canals, reported a bill to -authorize certain 


| appending an argument to a subject-matter on 


|| correspondence centers in the city of New York; 


|| always at rest in that office, and liable to confla- 


‘than any other, has suffered by fire; and | fear the 


| this allowance. 








Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the same | 


committee, reported a bill for the relief of the || 


legal representatives of John Dawson, deceased; 
read twice and committed. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads | 


railroad companies to construct railroads through 
the Territory of Florida; which was read twice 


States. 
POST OFFICE IN NEW YORK. 


Mr. GIDEON LEE, of New York, submitted || 


the following: 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads inquire into the necessity of 


erecting, or otherwise procuring, a fire-proof || 


building in the city of New York, for the use of | 
the Post Office Department as a post office. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. L. said he knew well the impropriety of 


reference to a committee for inquiry, but he | 
desired the House to indulge him in saying a 
few words in thiscase. ® 

{t is known to this House that an immense 


the amount of property eriveloped in this corre- || 
spondence is very great; the bank notes, bills, | 


foreign and domestic, executed and unexecuted 
contracts, papers emanating from the courts of 
judicature, and other public documents; and 
although all in transitu, the aggregate amount 


gration, is incalculable. 
It is trne that the comparatively isolated posi- 


tion of the present office renders it more safe than || 


many, other locations would be, but by no means 
secure. 

Mr. Speaker, from causes beyond the control 
or the guidance of the people, that city, more 


appellation of ** the city of fires,’? which some 


of the heirs of Francis Jarvis, deceased; read || 
twice and committed. || 
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Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, submitted the 
| following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
| diency of amending the third section of the act 
| entitled ** An act granting half pay to widows or 


|| ‘orphans, where their husbands or fathers have 


| «died of wounds received in the military service 


|| * of the United States in certain cases, and for 
and postponed, on Mr. M.’s motion, until to- || 
| morrow. 
_ Resolutions were then called for in the order of || 


‘other purposes,” approved July 4, 1836, so as 
to extend the provisions of that section to all 
widows of officers and soldiers of the war of the 
| Revolution whose husbands were entitled to a pen- 
| sion, excepting cases of second marriage after the 
termination of the war. 

The resolution having been read, Mr. T. ad- 
| dressed the House as follows: 
Mr. Speaker: Before taking the question on 
| this resolution, I ask the indulgence of the House 
while [ submit a few remarks: I had prepared a 
resolution, instructing the committee to inquire 
into the expediency of extending the provisions 
of the act to those widows of officers and soldiers 
of the war of the Revolution, whose marriage took 
place previous to the close of the war; whereas, 
the act of the last session gives a pension only to 
those widows whose marriage took place previous 
to the expiration of the last term of military ser- 
vice of their husbands; but having received some 
| communications upon the subject, and upon further 
reflection, [ have been induced to alter it in the 
manner as now presented. I have done so from 
| a deep conviction that if there is justice or pro- 
| priety in extending the pension system to the 
| widows of pensioners, as now provided by law, 


|| there is equal justice and propriety in extending 


/it in the manner proposed; and indeed, sir, I 
may say there would be great injustice in with- 
| holding it. 

The act which it is proposed to amend, I be- 
| lieve, passed without opposition, or at least with 
great unanimity. There was manifest in the 


|| House a strong disposition to extend the pension 


system to the aged widows of the soldiers of the 
Revolution; and I am inclined to the opinion that 
if more time had been allowed, more deliberation 





have been pleased to style it, is not so great or so 


| strained a misnomer as we could wish it to be. 


I compute the ownership of the property in 
that office, by the best data within my reach, to 


|| be about one-seventh or one-eighth part in the 


citizens, and the great balance is owned by the 
people of all the States, from Louisiana to Maine, 
from Missouri to Virginia. ‘The-loss of that kind 
of property, gentlemen know as well as I do, is 
irreparable. No man can be more careful, or 
more faithful, than Mr. Coddington, the present 


|| incumbent there; but no care, no measure, short 


of, a fire-proof, will insure security. 
The resolution was then concurred in nem. diss. 


AGENT OF CLAIMS AT LONDON AND PARIS. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL submitted the following; 
whick was read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
offices of agent of claims at Paris and London. 

Mr. V. said he had a single word to say in 
regard to this resolution. It would be remem- 
bered that we had for years gone on, and paid 


| to the Consuls at London and Paris each $2,000, 
| as agents of claims. He could not learn that there 
1} 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee || 


was any law in the statute-book to create this 
office of agent of claims. Although there may, 
originally, have been some claims of American 
citizens to require some agency from the Consuls 
at London and Paris, yet he was not aware that 
there remained any more claims longer to justify 
At all events, he wanted the 


Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on i thing called by its right name. If you say you 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph || will allow to each of these consuls $2,000 per 


ashiel; read twice and committed. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
tign Affairs, reported a bill to provide for carrying | 


the United States and Mexico; read twice and 


‘ommitted to a Committee of the Whole on the | 
Sate of the Union. | 


Mr, HUNTSMAN, from the Committee onl 


| 
} 
} 


| clerk hire, fuel, &c. 
| $2,000, as agent of claims, and his fees of office; 


. i of your resident minister. 
‘vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief |! call the attention of the House to this subject. 


|| year, as consuls, be it so; but call them not agents 
|| of claims. 
| we passed an act for the relief of the Consul at || faltered in the gloomiest period of that war, and 


into effect an article of the treaty of limits between 1 Ronde, hambich it; ia celd thekahens SS0R40 


it would be recollected, that last year 
annually to be allowed to him for office rent, 
This, in addition to his 


making his income nearly or quite equal to that 
He felt it his duty to 





bestowed upon the subject, the act would not have 
| been as limited in its provisions as it now is. [| 
| believe I may say, without fear of contradiction, 
| that no legislation by Congress meets more decid- 
| edly and cordially the approbation of the people 
of these United States, than does that which ex- 
tendsthe liberality, the justice, of this nation to that 
class who yet linger among us, and who were par- 
ticipators directly, or even indirectly, in the priva- 
tions, the sufferings, and the sacrifices of the war 
of the Revolution; and I rejoice, sir, that it is so; 
for it indicates that deep and abiding gratitude 
which flows from a just sense and due appreciation 
| of the great benefits which they obtained, a cher- 
| ishing of the principles which they taught, and a 
_ veneration and attachment to the institutions which 
| they established. ‘This truly American feeling 
may well be indulged, and should be gratified, 
especially as we have so abundantly the means of 
| gratifying it; for while it confers upon the aged 
/and worthy remnant of a race of patriots and 
| heroes some just reward for meritorious services 
| and sacrifices, it cherishes and cultivates those sen- 
| timents of respect and attachment to the political 
| doctrines and principles of a purer age, which tend 
| to the security of freedom, and the safety of the 
| Union. And why, sir, have you extended your 
| pension system to the widows of those who were 
entitled toapension? Itis because they,too, have 
made sacrifices in the cause of their country; it is 
| because they have endured hardships and encoun- 
j 
} 
; 
| 


tered dangers for their country’s freedom; it is 
becefuse they have united their fortanes and iden- 
tified their interests from early life with those who 
fought your battles. It is because of the encour- 
| agement which they gave, and the influence which 
| they exerted—an encouregement which never 


' an influence which was felt wherever there was a 
| tented field, a battle-ground, or a soldier to be 
| enlisted for the service. The patriotism, the zeal, 
| aye, and the enthusiasm of that day, was not con- 
| fined to those by nature eonstituted to endure 
| the hardships of a soldier’s life, but pervaded all 
' classes of society, and was conspicuously mani- 
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in the proudest days of Spartan valor, would, as | 
the blush of wounded pride mantled on her cheek, | 
have turned with more of scorn and indignation | 


from the coward who had basely fled from the | 


defense of his country, than would the American 
wornen of that period have turned from him whose | 
treachery or cowardice had thrown disgrace upon | 


him, And this inflaence was powerful in the | 


success of the war; it animated the heart, it nerved 
the arm of the soldier, and are him to deeds | 
of daring and valor. But, sir, | need not dwell 
upon the merits, the influence, and the sacrifices 
of the American women of revolutionary times; 
for you have already settled the principle, that 
the widow of the pensioned soldier of the Revalu- 


tion is entitled to a continuance of that bounty of | 


the Government which her husband enjoyed; but | 
you have, as | humbly conceive, unjustly confined | 
it to those, and those only, whose marriage took | 
nace previous to the last military services of their 
vusbands. And, sir, is this fact, the fact of mar- 
riage previous to the last military services of the 
soldier, 80 important as to settle the question 
whether the widow is entitled to the pension which 
her husband enjoyed? Should that fact, I ask, 
be the test by which you are to determine the | 
justice or the expediency of continuing the pension | 
to the widow? It appears to me not. Neither | 
do I conceive that marriage previous to the close 
of that war is the just criterion by which this | 
question should be decided. If the wife of the | 
soldier, while he was periling his life in the service | 
of his country, was suffering at home many and 
great privations, and participating largely in sym- 
nathy, anxiety, and solicitude, for the safety of 
Abs Sas and the success of the cause in | 
which he was engaged, is entitled to the inherit- | 
ance of that annuity which your sense of right | 
granted her husband while living, how much less | 
worthy this favor is the widow, who, although at 
that period might have stood in no other relation | 
than that of the affectionate daughter, the anxious | 
sister, of those who were hazarding all in their | 
country’s cause, and who, after participating, per- 
haps, equally in the sufferings peculiar to those | 
times, at the close of the war united her fortune | 
for life with that of the war-worn soldier? or the 
affianced maid, whose marriage, from motives of 
prudence, advice of friends, the peril of the times, 
and anxiety for the cause in which all were en- 
gaged, was deferred until patriotism and valor 
were crowned with success, and peace and tran- 
quillity restored tothecountry? And yet, by your 
present law, the one is entitled to a pension, while 
the others are deprived; and the number of this 
class is not comparatively small. Sir, those days 
were not so much days of marrying and giving 
in marriage, as they were of toil, of suffering, 
and of bloodshed in a glorious cause; and if the 
facts could be precisely known, I[ doubt not it 
would be found that with those actually engaged 
in the service of their country, more marriages 
were consummated soon after the war than during | 
the entire period of the Revolution; and yet you | 
deprive the widows of all such of that bounty | 
which you bestow upon the others. Is this equal | 
justice? Is it right? 
But, sir, my object is not to discuss the ques- | 
tion at this time, but merely to bring the subject | 
before the House, with the hope that the commit- | 
tee will give it their immediate attention, and re- | 
port a bill in conformity to the suggestions of the | 
resolution. 
Mr. STORER remarked, that the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Pensions had had this subject under | 
consideration, and would report a bill meeting the 


_ views of the gentleman from New York. 


The resolution was then agreed to nem. diss. 
LAND TO OFFICERS OF THE LATE WAR. 


Mr. HARD submitted the following : | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


of providing by law for granting to exch of the 


disbanded officers who served in the late war with 
Great Britain a quantity of land, according to 


rank, as a remuneration for sacrifices and services || 


rendered by them in that war. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, opposed 
the resolution, because it held out a delusive 
promise to the soldiers of the last war. Heshought 


fested by the gentler sex; and no matron or maid, |, it entirely inconsistent with the duty which they 


owed to the people of the country, to grant land 
to officers according to the terms of this resolution. 
He asked, what ciaim had these officers upon the 
Government for a grant of this kind? Were they 
promised land? or were they induced to believe 
that a bounty of this kind would be granted to 
them? There was no promise made, and why 
hold out this hope to them. He thought they 
might extend a bounty of this kind to those who 
were more needy. He thought there were many 


persons much more deserving on the score of || 


necessity than those officers, and he hoped, if the 
subject was referred to a committee, the committee 
would reject it. 

Mr. HARD hoped, as this was a resolution 
ener to inquire, that gentlemen would not oppose 
it. This subject had been twice favorably received 
by the House on former occasions, and he trusted 
that now, when the Treasury was overflowing, 
and they did not know how to dispose of its sur- 
plus money, Government would show its liberality 
to this meritorious class of citizens. 

Mr. MANN thought the officers of the late war 
as meritorious a body of men as were the officers 
of any other war. It would be recollected by the 
House and the country, that Congress acted liber- 
ally towards the officers and soldiers of the Revo- 
juuion. He alluded togthe legislation in relation 
to officers of the Virginia line; and said that Con- 
gress had granted bounty land to the soldiers of 


the revolutionary war; but they refused it to the || 


officers of the late war. He did not, however, 
mean to say that he would be in favor of granting 


|| land to those officers; but he did say that he was 


in favor of an inquiry being made into the propriety 
of it, so as to give the House all the information 
which could be obtained. Then it would be time 
enough to decide on the main question. 

Mr. HARDIN remarked, that it was well known 
that the soldiers of the Revolution got remarkably 
bad pay. They were paid in depreciated money; 
and to induce them to go into the service, or to 
remain in it when there, the Virginia line were 
promised bounty land by the State of Virginia. 
After the war, Virginia ceded all her public lands 
to the United States, thereby making herself 
unable to fulfill her engagements with these sol- 


| diers; consequently, Congress passed acts granting 


recompense to these officers and soldiers. The 
officers of the late war were paid in a sound and 
substantial currency, sometimes in gold and silver, 


| sometimes in bank paper, and sometimes in Treas- 


ury notes. Besides this, they got additional pay 


| for rations and servants’ hire; and hence it was 


that a major general of the last war managed to 
draw upwards of six thousand dollars in the course 
of the year, as Mr. H. could show by documents 
in the proper department. He did not then con- 
sider that they were under any obligations to 
those officers. No promise had been made to 
them—no assurance had ever been given that they 
should receive bounty lands. Mr. H. concluded 
by saying, that if they once commenced this sys- 


tem of giving away land, he ventured to say that || 


they would have no trouble in getting rid of all 


| the surplus revenue, and that they need not trouble 


themselves in inquiring what amount of reduction 
in the tariff was necessary. 

Mr. CRAIG did not think they should hold out 
any inducements to those officers. He then pro- 


ceeded to show the difference between the case of || 


those officers and the officers of the Virginia line, 
and concluded by moving to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 119, nays 71. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The hour for proceeding to the orders of the 
day having arrived, 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved a suspension of the 
rule for the purpose of proceeding with the call for 
resolutions. Lost; only 71 voting in the affirm- 
ative; not two thirds. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE POSTMASTER 
GENERAL. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting an estimate of the sums required for the 


, service of the Post Office Department for the year 


| commencing on the Ist of July, 1837; which, on 





_ December 28, 


motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, was referrey to 





| 


ft 


the Committee of Ways and Means, and Ordered 
to be printed. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


The following engrossed bill was taken Up on 
its third reading: 

A bill supplementary to the act entitled « 4, 
_ act establishing a Mintand regulating the coing of 
| the United States.”’ 
The bill having been read, some verbal amend. 
| ments moved, by general consent, by Mr. CAM. 
BRELENG, were agreed to, and the bill was 
| passed. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES——PENSIONS. 


The following engrossed bills were also read the 
| third time and passed: 

A bill making appropriations for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities; and 

A bill making eer for the payment 
of revolutionary and other pensioners of the Uni. 
ted States for the year 1837. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. OWENS then renewed the motion to gus. 
| pend the rule for the purpose of resuming the call 
| of the States for resolutions; which was agreed to— 
| 105 to 32; and resolutions were accordingly called 
| for, commencing with New York. 


On motion of Mr. TURRILL, 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
ing a survey and accurate chart to be made of the 
coasts of Lakes Ontario and Erie. 


On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| prescribing the effect of judgments of the courts 
| of the United States, as liens in the several States, 
| and regulating the fees of clerks of the several 
| districts. 

On motion of Mr. LEONARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
+ claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of allowing to the heirs-at-law of Captain Elisha 
Ely commutation-pay and interest, for services in 





the Connecticut line, in the war of the Revolution. 


Mr. LOVE submitted the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House the survey and examiva- 
tion made of a harbor at the east end of Lake 
Erie, connecting the present harbors of Buffalo 
and Black Rock; together with his opinivn of the 
practicability of the construction of said harbor, 
and of its uulity and necessity in regard to the in- 
creasing commerce upon that lake. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the removal of the obstruc- 
| tions to the navigation of the Passaic river and 


| Newark bay, below the city of Newark, in New 
Jersey. 


On motion of Mr. GILLET, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting, at the seat of Government, a board of 
claims to receive and examine all claims against 
| the Government, and report thereon to Congress 
for final adjustment. 


On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsy!- 
vania, 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee 
on the Library to consider the expediency of re- 
orting a bill providing for the engraving and pub- 
[ication of copies of the various medals struck in 
relation to important events in the United States, 
before and since the declaration of independence, 
| with an account or statement of the events oF 
| occasion which said medals were designed to com: 
| memorate. 
Mr. McKENNAN submitted the following re* 
olution; which lies over one day: . 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House what sums, if any, have 
been claimed by the respective disbursing officers 
of that department, and what sums have been 
allowed them in the settlement of their accounls 
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1836. 


ee ; are 
ifference of exchange on moneys paid out by | 
Na the Ist of December, 1835, giving the | 
names of the officers, the sums disbursed by each, 
a the place where the disbursements were | 


ade. 
"i: motion of Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting William Keller, of Bedford county, | 
ennsylvania, an invalid pension from the time he 
was wounded in the United States service, during 
the late war, until the time he was placed on the 
invalid pension roll, and that his papers on the files 
of the House be referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Con- 
necticut, ; < : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the doc- 
uments in the case of Robert and Caroline Brooke, 
heirs of Michael Fenwick, that were replevied || 
from the Third Auditor; and that the legal repre- 
sentatives of said Fenwick have ledve to withdraw | 
the same, to be returned to said Auditor. 


On motion of Mr. FOWLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
ciency of placing the name of Jacob Johnson, of 
New Jersey, on the pension roll. 


On motion of Mr. BEAUMONT, 

Resolved, That the petition and documents rela- 
tive to the claim of the heir of John Lamb, now 
on the files of this House, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire inté the expediency of 
establishing a Naval Academy. 

Mr. PIERSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish to this House a copy of the report of 
General Barnard, of his examination, with a view 
to the connection of the river Ohio with the waters | 
of Lake Erie. Also a copy of the report of Colo- 
nel Kearny, of his survey for a canal from the 
mouth of Big Beaver, in Pennsylvania, to the 


mouth of Elk creek, and to the bay of Presque | 


Isle. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, of Pennsylvania, sub- | 
mitted the following joint resolution; which was 
read, referred to the select committee upon that 
subject, and ordered to be printed: 


Joint Resolution to amend the Constitution of 
the United States, in relation to the election of 
President and Vice President. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the following amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States be proposed for the ratifica- 
tion of the Legislatures of the several States, 


agreeably to the fifth article of the Constitution | 


of the United States: 

The President and Vice President of the United 
States shall be chosen by the people of the several 
States, in manner following: The citizens of each 
State qualified to vote for members of either branch 
of the Legislature thereof, shall vote distinctly and 
separately for a President and Vidé President of 
the United States, one of whom, at least, shall 
not be a resident of the same State with them- 
selves. The person receiving the greatest number 
of votes in any State, shall be entitled to the votes | 
of that State, which shail be the number to which 
such State may be entitled of Senators and Repre- 


auied : cae | 
ntatives for the time being in Congress, and be || of Mareh, 1841, no person elected to the office of | 


called the State votes; and in like manner, the | 


person receiving the greatest number of votes in || 


any State for Vice President, shall be entitled to | 
the State votes of such State. 

he Legislature of each State shall designate | 
the proper districts and places of election, pre- | 
scribe the manner of conducting the same, the | 
mode of canvassing the votes, and ascertaining | 
the true result of the aggregate vote in the State, | 
for each person voted for, and conveying the same | 
‘o the Executive of the State, and such other | 
functionaries as the State Legislature shall desig- 
nate and appoint, to receive and ascertain and 
decide thereupon. Congress shall determine the 
day or days on which the election shall take place, 


which shall be the same throughout all the 
States, prescribe the manner in which the lists of 


| State votes, when ascertained, shall be made out, 


certified, and transmitted under the seals of the 


| respective States to the seat of Government of the 
'| United States, which shall be directed to the 


President of the Senate, and such others as Con- 
gress may direct; and shall direct and designate 
the time and manner of giving notice of a new 
election, when a failure to elect, in the manner 
hereinafter prescribed, shall occur. 

The President of the Senate shall, at such time 
as Congress may determine, in the presence of 


the Senate and House of Representatives, open 


all the certificates, and the State votes shall then 
be counted. The person having received a ma- 


| jority of the whole number of State votes for 
|| President shall be the President. if no person 


shall have received such majority, a second elec- 
tion by the citizens of the States respectively shall 
be holden, which shall be limited to the two 
highest on the list of those voted for at the first 
election, unless the two next to the highest shall 
have received an equal number of State votes, or 
the highest on the list shall have died, or otherwise 
have become disqualified, in which case the two 
next highest shall be included in the list. to be 
voted for; which second election shall be con- 
ducted, the result ascertained, certified, trans- 
mitted, and counted in all respects as in the first 
instance; and the person having received a major- 
ity of the whole number of State votes shall be 
the President. If no person shail have received 
such majority then a third election shall, in like 
manner, in all respects, take place, and so on as 
often as an election shall fail, until a choice shall 
be made by a majority of the whole number of 
State votes. If no choice be made before the 4th 


|, day of March next following the first election, 


the Vice President shall act as President, as in 
case of the death or other disability of the Presi- 
dent; and Congress may by law provide for the 
case of removal, death, resignation, or inability of 
either President or Vice President, and declare 
what officer shall act as President or Vice Presi- || 


_ dent until the disability be removed, or the vacancy 


be supplied by an election by the people. 
The person having received a majority of the 
whole number of State votes for Vice President 


shall be the Vice President. If no person shall 


have received such majority, and if a second elec- 
tion be necessary for a President, then, at such 
second election, the citizens shall vote again for 


|, Vice President, limited to the two highest on the 
| list of persons voted for at the first election, in all 


| respects as in the second election for a President. | 
If no person shall have received a majority of | 
| the whole number of State votes for Vice Presi- | 
| dent, and a third election be necessary for Presi- 
dent, the citizens shall vote in the same manner | 
at such third election for a Vice President. 

If no second election be necessary for President, | 
or whenever it may occur that an election for 
| President has been effected, and no person shall 
_ have received a majority of the whole number of 
State votes for President, then from the two highest | 
of the list of those voted for, with the exception 
| hereinbefore provided in the case of the President, 
_the Senate sha!l choose the Vice President. A 

quorum for that purpose shall consist of two 
| thirds of the whole number of Senatora, and a 


|| majority of the whole number shall be necessary 


for a choice. 

The first election, under -the foregoing provis- 
ions, shal! take place in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty; and after the expiration 
| of the term of four years, commencing on the 4th 


President or Vice President, shall be eligible to | 
| the same office for more than one term, which | 
shall thereafter be six years, and no longer. 


Mr. GARLAND submitted the following reso- | 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to this House, if within his power, 
the dividends and surpluses which were declared 
| by, and the surpluses and contingent fund remain- 
|ing in, the several banks in which the public 
| money is deposited for the years 1833, 1834, 1835, | 
and 1836, severally. 

Mr. GILLET submitted the following amend- | 
ment: 


| 
} 
1 
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** And that he also communicate the expenses of 
said banks for each of the said years.” 

Mr. HARLAN submitted the following amend- 
ment: 

** And that he state, also, whether the salary of 
an agent at the seat of the General Government 
composes a part of the expenses of said banks, the 
name of the agent, and he several sums paid to 
him by said institutions respectively.” 

Pending the consideration of the above amend- 
ment, 

The House adjourned. 





SELECT COMMITTEE. 


Select committee to consider all matters touching 
the public buildings and public grounds in the city 
of Washington: Messrs. Warp of New York, 
Jarvis of Maine, Lincoin of Massachusetts, 
Asu of Pennsylvania, Perricrew of North Car- 
olina, Lucas of Virginia, and Dawson, of Georgia. 





{In our paper of Tuesday, the 27th instant, it is 
stated that Mr. Lawrence presented a petition of 
Nathaniel Goddau, praying for a pension. This 
is an error. The petition referred to was from 
Nathaniel Goddau and others, and prays for the 
remission and refunding the forfeiture of the ship 
Ariadne and her cargo, innocently and unwittingly 
incurred several years since. | 

{[Mr. Warpwe .t presented a petition of Tabi- 
tha Bosworth, praying for a pension on account 
of the services of her late husband, Samuel Bos- 
worth, a revolutionary soldier. 

Mr. Reynoxps, of New York, presented a me- 
morial of Paul James, of the county of Cortlandt, 
in said ate, a revolutionary soldier, praying for 
a pension. 

Mr. Russevy presented a petition of Lewis 
Hatch, of the State of New York, a revolutionary 
soldiér, praying fora’ pension; also, the petition 
of Samuel Weeks, of the State of New York, a 
revolutionary soldier, praying for an increase of 


_ his pension. } 





SS a 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 29, 1836. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Anprew Jackson, Jr., 
his Secretary, inclosing a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, made in compliance with the 
resolution of the 26th instant; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of a number 
of the citizens of Wisconsin, praying for an 
appropriation for the construction of a harbor and 
the improvement of river in Wisconsin; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORRIS presented additional documents 
in support of the claim of Col. George F’. Strother; 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Petitions were also presented % Messrs. 
GRUNDY, TOMLINSON, and HUBBARD. 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN INTO THE UNION. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which the message of the President 
on the subject had been referred, reported a bill 
to provide for the admission of the State of Mich- 

| igan into the Union on an equal footing with the 
| original States; and, on motion of Mr. G., and 





| by unanimous consent, the bill was read the first 


and second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 
Mr.G. having asked that the bill might be read 
| a third time, 

Mr. EWING rose and remarked, that it was 
rather a strange request to ask the third reading 
| of the bill now, without having first given the 
| Senate an opportunity of examining the bill, and 
the documents which accompanied it. 

Mr. CALHOUN had not looked much into the 
question; but assuming the facts to be correctly 
stated in the document which had been presented 
to the Senate, relative to the last convention held 
in Michigan, he must say that they presented 
| questions of the gravest character for the consider- 

ation of Congress. There were facts and princi- 
| ples involved in this matter, which required the 
gravest examination and deliberation of the Sen- 


| ate, before it agreed to the admission of Michigan 
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into the Union. He was sincerely desirous to look 
into the facts, and anxious to weigh the important 
principles which they embraced. With the con- | 
sent of the chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, he would move that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed to this day 


week. 

Mr. GRUNDY was desirous that as shorta 
time as possible should be named for the con- 
sideration of the subject. Every Senator knew 
that the deposit of the public money was to be | 
made on the Ist of January; and, therefore, if 
Michigan were admitted into the Union, she would 
certainly be entitled to her share of the deposits. | 
Well, if the Senate postponed the consideration | 
of the bill to this day week, and it should after- 
wards pass at an early day, it would be impossi- 
bie for the Secretary of the Treasury to carry the | 
provision in the bill into effect; therefore this was 
the strongest reason why the Senate should act 
promptly on the subject. 

The hete in relation to Michigan were very 


plain and clear, though no doubt gentlemen might || 
differ in judgment respecting them. Congress || 
passed a bill in June last, declaring that, upon || 


certain conditions, (prescribed in the act,) and 
upon the President of the United States issuing 


his proclamation, Michigan should be admitted || 
The people of Michigan called || 


into the Union. 
a convention, and the act of Congress not speci- 
fying in what way or manner the convention | 


should be called, the Legislature passed an act || 


giving authority for its being held. The conven- | 
tion accordingly met in September, but dissented 
to the conditions of admission. After some time 
had elapsed, and more reflection had been given | 
to the matter, the people, through their primary | 


assemblies, called a convention, and that conven- || 


tion gave their assent to the propositions contained 
in the act of Congress. is was on the 4th of | 
Rees It would be see cumente | 
laid before the Senate, that there were between | 
five and six thousand votes given for the delegates | 
composing the first convention, and for the last | 
there were no less than from eight to nine thou- 
sand affirmative votes. 
statement as could be furnished on the subject of | 
those proceedings. 
Now the question was certainly open as to the 


validity of these proceedings, and respecting them || 
ut as to the || 


different opinions might be formed; 
facts, there could be no greatcontrariety. It would 
appear that at the first convention there was a 


majority of the people who dissented; but at the || 


last there was an overwhelming majority in favor 
of accepting the terms of admission. The elec- 


tion for members of the General Assembly and || 


for the delegates of the convention, showed con- | 
clusively that the people accepted the conditions | 
of the act of Congress. 

These were the facts, and whenever it should 


become necessary, he would give his views as to | 


what ought to be the effect of these acts of the | 
people of Michigan upon the legislation of Con- 
gress. He hoped the Senator from South Carolina | 
would not insist upon his motion to postpone the | 
subject. 

Mr. MORRIS observed that justice to himself, | 
as one of the committee that had reported this bill, 
required him to say that he did not entirely concur 
in thé preamble. He had no doubt but Michigan 
ought to be admitted; but he thought that the pre- 


amble of the act to admit her was incorrect is to | 


facts. The chairman of the committee (Mr. Grun- 
pr} had well stated that Michigan was required 
by the act of Congress of the last seesion, to give | 
her assent to the condition prescribed by it, before | 
she could be admitted into the Union; and the fact | 
of such assent having been given, was to be made | 


This was about as fair a || 





known by a proclamation by the President of the 
United States. That proclamation had not been | 
made; and the question arose, was the Senate com- | 
petent to decide whether such assent had been | 
given within the meaning of the act? The act | 
provided that the assent was to be given by a | 
convertion called for the express purpose of so | 
giving it; and a convention was accordingly called | 
for that purpose by an act of the Territorial Legis- | 
lature. But we find (said Mr. M.) that the con- 
vention thus called refused to give the required 
assent, and the fact of such refusal was officially | 
communicated to the President of the Pnited | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| States. Some time after this, however, another | stated his. He did not, by any means 
| convention was held without any authority of law || this so difficult a question as gentlemen 


whatever, and by this convention the necessary 
| assent was given. 

The passage of the bill for the admission of Mich- 
| igan into the Union, under these circumstances, 
| he agreed with the Senator from South Carolina, 
involved questions of the highest magnitude, and 
| ought to be well considered; but he took this oc- 
| casion to say that the act of this convention was 

without any authority whatever, and the Senate 


_ therefore ought to proceed in reference to it, with- | 


| Out considering whether it had been held or not. 
He had thought when the act of the last session 


was passed, and he thought now, that the condi- | 


| tion required of Michigan, that she should give 


| her assent to the established boundary, was an 


improper one, and ought not to have been made. 
| He considered the question of boundary as settled; 
and as one of the representatives of Ohio, he wished 


|, Michigan to be admitted without any reference to 


it. Although the preamble attached to this bill 
was only a key to it, and formed no part of its 
legislative character, yet, being calculated to mis- 
lead the public mind, he wished it struck out; and 
| he should therefore, at the proper time, make a 


|| motion to that effect. 
Mr. CALHOUN said that no one could feel || 


more anxious than he did for the admission of 
| Michigan, and he was desirous, too, that she 
should have her full share of the deposits. And 
if, after this question should have been disposed 
| of, it was too late for the Secretary of the Trreas- 
| ury to give her the share of the surplus, to which 


\| she would be entitled, some means would be de- 


| vised by Congress to effect that object. It was 
not his wish to delay her admission into the 
Union; and, in order to meet the honorable Sena- 
| tor’s wishes, he would change his motion to Tues- 
day. According to the statement which theSena- 
| tor had just made, he thought that every one must 
| seethere was at the bottom of this matter some- 
thing of the greatest importance. And, if his im- 
pression was not incorrect, (for he did not wish 
to commit himself at this early stage,) there were 
principles involved in this question of as great im- 
_ portance as those connected with the deposit act; 
indeed he would rather see almost the withholding 
| of the deposits from all the States, than the ad- 
mission of Michigan at this time. He wished 
time for reflection, in order that he might be able 
to vote conscientiously for the admission of Mich- 


igan. 

iia: GRUNDY said that in draughting the bill 
the committee took a view of the sentiments and 
opinions entertained by the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Morais,] who was also a member of the 
committee. It was so understood by the commit- 
tee, and the bill was drawn accordingly; that ifa 
majority of the Senate should concur in its pro- 
visions, no regard was to be paid to what had 
taken place in the first convention; and a majority 


| 
| 


amble in the bill. 
But he (Me. oe had always been of the opin- 
ion that Congress fixed the boundary by admitting 


that there was an old, warm, and inveterate contro- 
| versy between Ohio and Michigan, he did bind 
Michigan to the boundary, so that she should not 
have an opportunity of setting up a claim in re- 
spect to the northern boundary. 





the matter more open to controversy than if it 
were retained. As 


agree to admit her, he doubted whether any 
lawyer would not say that Michigan was estopped 


| thereafter from setting up any claim as to bound- || 


ary. Now, it was upon that ground that he had 


| thought it material to retain the substance of what | 
is written in the preamble. He should vote for | 


ite being retained. He would move that the 
further consideration of the subject be postponed 
to Monday. 
Mr. BUCHANAN was perfectly aware that 
_ this was not the proper occasion for discussing 
| the present question, nor was it his purpose now 
' to enter into the discussion; but as other gentle- 
_ men had thought proper to express their opinions, 
he asked the indulgence of the Senate while he 


of the committee deemed it proper to insert the pre- | 


her into the Union, and that she could not after- | 
wards set upany claim. However, recollecting | 


Now, the only | 
effect of striking out the preamble, was to leave || 


ichigan has given her assent | 
to the act of Congress, and if Congress should | 
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, consider 
‘ ; Seemed ig 
| imagine, though it was always @ grave and jy. 


| portant question to admit a new State into the 
| Union. The language of Congress, in the act of 
| the last session, referred to by the Senator from 
_ Ohio, was very plain; and he, for one, expectey 
| that the President would have issued his procls. 
| mation immediately upon receiving the proceed. 
| ings of the second convention, declaring the assent 
_ of Michigan to the condition required by the thir 
| section of that act, 
|| Mr. B. asked gentlemen to remark the peculiar 
| phraseology of the act of Congress. It did no; 
|| require that the convention to be held for the 
|| purpose of giving the required assent should be 
assembled by virtue of any act of the Legislature 
|of Michigan. The language was broad and 
general. As soon as this assent should be given 
by ‘*a convention of delegates elected by the people 
of said State,” the President was required to 
| announce the same by proclamation; and imme. 
| diately thereafter, Michigan was to become one of 
| the States of this Union. The act (Mr. B said) 
did not prescribe that the Legislature of Michigan 
| should previously authorize the convention which 
was to give the assent required; it would, perhaps, 
have been improper to do so, because the refusa| 
of the Legislature to act, might have prevented 
the people of Michigan from coming into the 
Union. 

Mr. B. here read the third section of the act 
of Congress of the last session. Now, he would 
undertake to say, that under the circumstances of 
this case, it was perfectly competent and proper 
for the people of Michigan to hold a convention 
in their primary capacity, for the purpose of 
agreeing to the fundamental condition required 
of them. The only question to be determined by 
Congress was, has a clear majority of the people 
of that State, by a convention elected by them- 
selves, given the assent required by the act of 
Congress? This, it was plain to his mind, had 
been done. He understood that about two thov- 
sand votes more had been given in favor of this 
convention than had been given on both sides of 
the question for the first one, which refused to 
assent to the conditions of the act. This was his 
understanding of the matter; and if the people 
of Michigan had made a half a dozen unfortunate 
attempts to come into the Union, yet this conven- 
tion, called by a very large majority of the people, 
equally entitled them to come in as if it had been 
their first attempt. In this respect the act of 
Congress contained no limitation. He did not 
intend (Mr. B. said) to enter into an argument 
at this time. These were his opinions, and he 
was prepared to enforce them at the proper time. 

Mr. EWING observed that the last convention 
was unauthorized, and he concurred with his col- 
| league (Mr. Morais] in his views of the preamble 
| of the bill. He (Mr. E.) had not examined the 
bill nor the papers accompanying it; but whatever 
advantages might result, or seemed to result, to 
| the people of Ohio by retaining the preamble, or 
however completely it might have stopped the 
| claim of Michigan to territory, still he was not 
| disposed that it should remain there, because it 
H was an untrue recital. Although it might be 
|| adopted by Congress, yet he could look upon it 
| in no other light than asa mere fiction. Now, 
|| with regard to the proviso to which the gentleman 
| from = vane ann had referred, or that a con- 
|| vention shall be called by the people of Michigan, 
|| and if it be shown that a majority of them are 
_ willing to accept the conditions upon which Mich- 
| igan can be admitted, then they had done all that 
|| could be required, and had complied with the act 














| of Congress on the subject. He (Mr. E.) denied 
|| it; and contended that, inasmuch as the people 
had risen up en masse, not having the legal and 

proper authority to meet in convention, they had 
not fulfilled the intent and real meaning of the act 
| of Congress. The whole of the proceedings con- 
|| nected with the last convention were anomalous, 
| and contrary to the act sed on the subject. 





| Now, what evidence had the Senate of the organ- 
|| ization of the convention? of the organization 


|| of the popular assemblies who appointed their 
| delegates to that convention? None on earth. 
Who they were that met and voted, we had no 


information. Who gave the notice? and for what 
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did the people receive that notice? T’o meet and 
elect? hat evidence was there that the conven- 
tion acted according to law? Were the delegates | 
gworn? and if 80, they were extra-judicial oaths, 
and not binding upon them. The Senate were not 
told who voted; but it was informed that two thou- 
sand more voted than on the former occasion. | 
Were the votes counted? In fact, it was not a 

roceeding under the forms of law, for they were 
totally disregarded. He had no objection to the 
admission of Michigan; he had no contest with 
her; but still he did not wish that a fraud should 
be practiced on the people of Michigan. 

Mr. MORRIS said that the position assurned 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania was, that all 
that was required of Michigan was the assent of 
her people in their primary assemblies. The gen- 
tleman went further, and said that though there 
might be many attempts made to obtain this assent | 
which failed, yet the people of Michigan might | 
have continued their efforts until they obtained it. 
This doctrine did away with all our constitutions | 
and laws, and threw us back on the original ele- | 
ments of society. ‘The people of Michigan were | 
pound by a written constitution, and could only | 

yroceed in a particular way; yet this construction | 
of the gentleman did away with thatgand went to | 

| 
| 


show that they might, in their primary assem- | 
blies, abolish their constitution, and act as if they 
had none. P 

If this position was correct, (said Mr. M.,) how 
was the consent of Michigan to the condition re- 
quired by Congress to be shown? Was the county 
of A to meet to-day and give its assent, and the 


county of B to meet on another day and do the | cipally to observe, was, that this State of Michigan, 


same thing? And if Michigan can do this, an- | 


other State can do it, and then the Government of | 
this country was nota Government of constitution | 
and laws, but dissolved itself into the original ele- 


ments, and became a Government of power and | 
of might. This certainly could not be the sense | 
of the Senate of the United States. As to the act | 


of the Territorial Legislature calling the conven- 


tion, no man even in Michigan ever thought it | 
unnecessary. No; it was passed, andthe conven- | 
tion was held in pursuance of it, and their pro- | 
ceedings were forwarded to the President under | 


the authority of law. Butanother convention had 
been held without the authority of law, the pro- 
ceedings of which having been sent to the Presi- 
dent, he very properly did not issue his proc- 
lamation, but submitted the whole subject to the 


consideration of Congress. At the proper time, | 


Mr. M. said he should move to strike out the 


preamble from the bill, that he might place his | 
vote on those sure and safe grounds which he | 


deemed essential to the liberties of tne country. 
Mr. BUCHANAN regretted that, in expressing 


a mere general opinion, he had been misunder-” 


stood. The last gentleman up, (Mr. Morais,] in 
his opening remarks, said he was open to convic 
tion on the subject. Hethought that, in the Sen- 


ator’s last remarks, he had taken such strong | 


ground, that it would take the eloquence of an 
angel to convince him, or shake his opinion. He 
hed by some means or other discovered that he 
(Mr. B.) was a great latitudinarian, and that the 
principles which he had stated, (and he did not 
argue them, nor would he at that time,) should 
they prevail, would take the law out of the hands 
of the ministers of justice, and permit the people 
to administer it according to their will and pleas- 
ure. Now, he denied that any such inference 
could be drawn from what he stated. By what 
authority was the first convention held? Has the 
constitution of Michigan given any authority to 
the Legislature to pass a law on the subject? “Ac- 


cording to his recollection of it, no power whatever || 
ofthe kind was contained in it. Indeed, he felt | 


confident it gave no such power.’ Why, then, 
did the Legislature pass a law? From the neces- 
tity of the case—no other cause. Michiyan was 
acting as a sovereign State, and Congress were 
treating with her on the subject of her admission 
into the Union. The Legislature of Michigan, 
under the constitution of that State, had no power 
to pass the law, but for the purpose of conveni- 
ence she had passed it. 

The act of Congress does not assign the Legis- 
ature of Michigan any part in this matter. The 
fovereizn people of Michigan, in this particular, 

a right to do as they pleased; and if the Legis- 


lature refused to legislate on the subject the people 
in their primary assemblies had a right to make 
their intentions known to the people of the United 
States. He admitted that the people of Ohio 
especially, and of every other State, had a right 
to insist that the fundamental condition of admis- 
sion should be fairly complied with. ‘This was 
necessary for the final settlement of the boundary 
question. 

There was, however, sufficient proof that a ma- 
jority of the people in their sovereign character 
had concurred in the terms of admission. Let 
them have proceeded in what manner they would, 
it was eviderat to the Congress of the United 

| States, that a majority had assented to the con- 
ditions on which Michigan is entitled to becomea 
State, not as a matter of favor, but as a matter of 
right. 

He repeated that he would not be drawn into 
an argument on the merits of the question at this 
time. 

Mr. BENTON believed that the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee had consented that this sub- 
ject should go over until Monday; but it was very 
apparent that part of the Senate was ready to go 
on with the debate, and could not even wait until 
that day. Now he (Mr. B.) was as ready as any 
of them, and was willing to go on then, or on 
Monday, as gentlemen pleased. The subject of 
Michigan’s admission into the Union had been | 
before the Senate for upwards of five years, and | 
he apprehended that no question relating to it 
could come up, but what had been already suffi- 
ciently discussed. What he rose, however, prin® 





which had the right by her population to be ad- 
mitted three or four years ago, had been met, and 
fought inch by inch from the first movement until 
the last, when the Senate at the last session determ- 
ined to sit the question out, and the act for her 
admission was passed late at night. The first 
movement was to cut her off from the original 
law by which she wastoholdaconvention. This 
was fought off from year to year. When the 
ground was taken, that for her to come into the 
Union without a previous act of Congress, was | 
revolutionary; and lastly, this State, which ought 
|| to have been admitted years and years ago, was 
fought off at the last session until late at night; | 
her friends in the Senate bound themselves by a | 
solemn league and covenant not to rise from their 
seats until the act admitting her should be passed. 
Now, the present bill was to be put off until Mon- 
|| day, although gentlemen could not restrain them- 
selves from bursting out with their opposition to 
the bill. 

So far from putting off this bill, (Mr. B. said,) 


| sun was in its most southern declination, to sit at 
night, in order to give gentlemen time to say all 
| that in their fulness they seemed prepared with, 
tracing the rights of man from the present time 
down to the days of Adam, in order to see how 
| primary and original assemblies were formed. He 
' wanted gentlemen to tell him how the first con- 
vention was ever held by which the first Govern- 
|| ment was ever formed. As the bill was to be 
postponed until Monday, he would tell gentlemen 


| prepared, with his cloak around him, to camp on 
| the ground until Michigan was in the Union. 


HOUN, ordered to be printed. 


TREASURY. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the res- 
| olution submitted by Mr. Bewron on the 26th 
instant; which, on motion of Mr. BENTON, was 
ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 





| present year, was considered and adopted. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
‘nance, to which had been referred the following 


| 


they had occasion in these short days, when the | 


that he ‘should come to the Senate on that day | 


The question was then taken, and the bill was | 
|| postponed to, and made the order of the day for, 
|| Monday next; and, on motion of Mr. CAL- | 


REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE | 


| The resolution submitted by Mr. CALHOUN, | 
| calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for cer- | 
| tain statements relative to the expenditures of the | 
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bills from the House, reported the first with an 
amendment, and the two last without an amend- 
ment: 

An act supplementary to the act to establish 
the Mint, and to regulate the coins of the United 
States; 

The act making appropriations for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities; and 

The act making appropriations for the payment 
of the revolutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill for the relief of 
Elisha Towns, reported the same without amend- 
ment; and,on motion of Mr. W., the bill was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions; 
which lie on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
increasing the salary of the district judge of the 
United States court for the district of Missouri. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claima be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to compensate Augustus Jones, 
marshal of the State of Missouri, for his extraordi- 
nary and successful exertions, and the services 
rendered the public, in detecting and breaking up 
certain bands of counterfeiters who were flooding 
the country with spurious money. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The Senate then took up the resolution sub- 

, mitted by Mr. Ewina, of Ohio, to rescind the 

Treasury order in relation to payments at the 

United States land offices. 

Mr. MORRIS, who had the floor, yielded to 

Mr. SOUTHARD, who addressed the Senate 
in a speech of great length, in opposition to the 
resolution and amendments; but, without con- 
cluding, gave way to 

Mr. RIVES, who modified his amendment so 
as to make it read as follows: 

Amendment proposed by Mr. Rives to the ** Res- 
olution to rescind the Treasury order of the 
eleventh day of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-six, and to make uniform the 
currency receivable for the public revenue,”’ 
viz: Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 

That hereafter, al] sums of money accruing or 
becoming payable to the United States, whether for 
customs, public lands, taxes, debts, or otherwise, 
shall be collected and paid only in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States, or in the notes of banks 
which are payable and paid on demand in the said 
legal currency, under the following restrictions 
and conditions in regard to such notes; that is, 
| from and after the passage of this resolution the 

notes of no banks which shall issue bills or notes 

of a less denomination than $5, (five dollars,) shall 
|| be received in payment of the public dues; from 
and after the first day of July, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, the notes of no banks which shall 
issue bills or notes of a less denomination than 
$10, (ten dollars,) shall be so receivable; and 
from and after the first of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, the like prohibition shall be 
extended to the notes of all the banks issuing bills 
or notes of a less denomination than $20, (twenty 
dollars:) Provided, however, That no notes shall 
| be taken in payment by the collectors or receivers, 
|, which the banks in which they are to be deposited 


|| shall not, under the supervision and control of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury, agree to pass to the 
| credit of the United States as cash. 

|, The Senate then adjourned over to Monday 
| Next. 


A 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Taurspar, December 29, 1853. 
| The first business in order was the considera- 
tion. of a memorial, moved by Mr. Gatsrairu on 
esterday, to be referred to a select committee. 
he memorial was from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
\ setting forth the great and increasing issues of 
! bank paper money by companies incorporated in 
the different States, producing fluctuations and 
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leading to confliction among the several States, 
and against the spirit of the Constitution of the 
United States; and praying Congress to inquire 
into the expediency and propriety of proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution, restricting the 
incorporation of banking companies hereafter by 
the States, and limiting such companies in their 
issues of paper money; also, setting forth that the 
notes of the Bank of the United States, which had 
been returned to the bank for redemption, and | 
redeemed, had been reissued since the expiration | 
of the charter on the 4th of March last, instead of 
‘being canceled; and praying an inquiry by Con- 
gress whether any remedy can be devised against 
such practice upon the Government, as a stock- 
holder in the said bank, and upon the community, 


having no security for the redemption of such 
reissues of the notes of a bank whose charter has | 


expired for that purpose. 


Mr. GALBRAITH addressed the House at | 
some length in support of his motion for a select | 


committee. 

Mr. LINCOLN opposed it on the ground that | 
it would be an interference with an institution 
owing its existence to State authority. If sent to | 
any committee, however, the proper course would | 
be to send it to the select committee raised on | 
amendments to the Constitution. He thought | 
there was more intended than met the eye at first | 
view; and that this movement was designed (not 
by the gentleman himself, but, perhaps, by the 
twenty or thirty individuals who had sent the | 
memorial there,) to operate upon, or in concert 
with, the investigation about commencing qn the 
same subject, in the Legislature in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. L. concluded by moving to refer it to the 
committee on the Constitution. 

Mr. HARPER thought that the direction in- 
tended to be given to this petition by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, was the proper direc- | 
tion, because itinvolved questions in relation to | 
an amendment of the Constitution, restraining | 
banking institutions in their issues of bank paper, | 
and the increase of bank paper throughout the | 
variousStates. Theinvestigation asked was highly 
improper. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, had no idea, when 
he stated on yesterday that he wished to have his | 
friend from Pennsylvania gratified, that this sub- | 
ject would create a debate taking so wide a range | 
as that which the House had witnessed. He 
thought the gentleman from Pennsylvania should 
have an opportunity, as chairman of aselect com- | 
mittee on the subject, to resist what he deemed an 
encroachment upon the rights of his constituents. | 
He perceived, however, that there were many | 
members who took occasion to hang a speech | 
upon every subject of this kind which came up. 
In relation to the banking system, be inquired why 
it was that for the last ten or fifteen years the | 
community had been constantly kept in a feverish | 
condition? It was in consequence of the fluctua- | 
tion in the currency of the country. He hoped | 
this petition would meet with the same common | 
respect which all other petitions met with, and be | 
referred to a committee, so that the time of the | 
House would not now be consumed in debating 
the subject. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, was opposed to | 
referring subjects of this kind to a select commit- | 
tee, when they appropriately belonged to standing | 
committees of the House. If this course of referring | 
subjects to select committees be adopted, all the | 
business belonging to the standing committees of 
the House would be taken away from them. He | 
did not think this was the proper place to bring a | 
subject of this kind. The people of Pennsylvania, | 
if they have been imposed upon by the Bank of | 
the United States, should commence the work at | 
home, at the ballot-box, and not bring it before | 
Congress. He was opposed to all banking insti- 
tutions, but he did notconsider this the appropriate 
place to bring a subject of this kind. P. 
conciuded by moving to refer the petition to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. DENNY had heard no good reason why | 


this memorial should be sent toa select committee, | 


for that House had no right to interfere in any 
way with the opinions of the press. They might | 
as well be called upon to put down particular 
presses because their influence might produce a 
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confusion in the currency of the country, and | 


L 


political change in the districts of certain gentle- 
men. 
the gentleman from Massachusetts; though he 


thought it had better be laid on the table. That 
House had no right to go into an examination of 


the new Bank of the United States, an institution | 
created by a State, and utterly beyond the control | 


of Congress. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, did not | 
believe the memorial merited being sent to any | 
It had been dug out of the tomb r | 

| 
was strange that, if the grievance complained of | 
was so severely felt, the only knowledge that | 
House had of it was from these twenty-eight | 


committee. 
the Capulets, where it should be sent again. 


individuals. If, however, it was sent to any com- 
mittee it should be sent to the committee on the 


Constitution; but still he maintained that the sub- | 
| ject was beyond the power and jurisdiction of | 
Mr. C. concluded by moving to lay | 


— 
e memorial on the table. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL asked for the yeas and | 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 84, | 


nays 112; as follows: 
‘EAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 


Allen, Ashley, Bailey, Bond, Borden, Bunch, John | 
Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, | 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chetwood, | 


Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F’. H. Clai- 
borne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, De- 


berry, Denny, Dunlap, Elmore, Evans, Graham, | 
Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, | 


Harper, S.S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Hiester, Hoar, 


Hopkins, Howell, Hunt, Huntsman, William | 
Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Law- | 


rence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, McComas, 


McKennan, Mercer, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, | 


Pickens, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Richard- 
son, William B. Shepard, Shields, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy 


Thompson, Vinton, Washington, White, Elisha | 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Wil- || 


liams—84. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, || 


Beaumont, Black, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 


Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, || 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Cleveland, || 


Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Double- 
day, Efner, Everett, Fairfield, Fowler, Fry, Fuller, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Gran- 
ger, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, A. 
G. Harrison, Haynes, Henderson, Holt, Howard, 


Hubley, Huntington, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Jo- | 


seph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave John- 
eon, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Klingensmith, 
Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Leon- 
ard, Logan, Love, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, 


Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, McKay, | 


McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 


Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Pat- || 
terson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, || 


Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Robert- 
son, Rogers, Russell, Schenck, Seymour, Augus- 
tine H. Shep 
Turner, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wag- 
ener, Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Yell, and 
Young—112. 

So the House refused to lay the memorial on 
the table. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL then addressed the House | 
in support of the reference proposed by Mr. Gat- || 


BRAITH, and on the subject generally. 


Mr. EVERETT said he had voted against || 


laying this petition on the table, with a view of 
moving a reference of the different subjects in this 

etition to different committees. The petition in 
itself was not entitled to very great consideration. 
He considered it in the same light as if the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania had submitted a resolu- 
tion of inquiry on the subject. He had nothing 


| to do with that part of it relating to the particular 


politics of Pennsylvania, but he considered this 
subject ought to go to a special committee, as the 
'gentleman from New York, who last addressed 
the House, had shown conclusively that it ought 
not to go to the select committee to consider the 
amendments to the Constitution. 

| Mr. E. said as there had been for a long time 
| before the country various propositions in relation 


LOBE 


If any disposition was made of the memo- | 
rial let it be sent to the committee indicated by | 


perd, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Speight, | 
Steele, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, | 


December 29, 


|| to the currency, he, for one, was desirous tha; the 
|| Administration might have an Opportunity of ay. 
ing before the House and the country their yjey, 
upon the subject. He did not consider tha: hs, 
subject was brought up merely upon the respon. 
sibility of the gentleman from Pennsylvania: he 
thought it had been the subject of conferenc, 
with other friends of the party now in power, oat 
| he hoped a committee would be raised entirely 

favorable to the views of the Administration, that 
the public might know the grounds which tha, 
party took. [rom the measures adopted by they 
heretofore, it was to be supposed that there was 
some settled plan in relation to thecurrency; ang 
if so, he wished to have the country know wha; 
it was. If it was the opinion of the Administra. 
tion that the States had no power to make issues 
| of a particular kind of currency let them show 
their hand. 

The gentleman from New York gave as , 
reason why this subject should not be referred tp 
| the committee appointed to consider the amend. 
|| ments proposed to the Constitution, that it was 
a humbug committee; but that gentleman gave a 
better reason, when he said that that committee 
was not raised with a view to that particular ob. 
ject. Mr. EE. wished a committee appointed to 
consider this special subject, which would bring 
in a report containing the views of the Adminis. 
tration on this particular subject. They had hed 
general talk enough upon this subject, and it was 
of the utmost importance to the country to know 
what to rely upon. If it was the policy of the 
Administration to make war upon the State banks, 
let it be known. Let it be known what course 
they meant to pursue. He had voted against 
_ laying the petition on the table for this purpose, 

and he would now vote to send it to a special 

committee to see what would be the views of the 

Administration on the subject. If they meant to 
| introduce specie instead of the present currency, 
| he wished to see the plan on which they were to 
on, it into execution. 

r. HANNEGAN thought this matter had 
| occupied quite as much of the time of the House 
as it merited in this incipient stage, and he there- 
| fore demanded the previous question. 

The SPEAKER explained that the main ques- 
tion would be on the two motions to refer, and 
| would be first taken on referring to the Committee 
_of Ways and Means; and should that not prevail, 
|| the question would then be taken on the reference 
|| to a select committee. 

‘|| The motion for the previous question was sec- 
onded by a vote of 85 to 75; and on the question, 
** Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
|| for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and 
|| were—yeas 108, nays 84; as follows: 
| _ YEAS—Messrs. Anthony,Barton, Beale, Black, 
|| Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, 
Brown, Bunch, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
| Cramer, Davis, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, Fair- 
| field,Fowler,French, Fry,Fulier,Galbraith, James 
Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. Harrison, Hender- 
| son, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
| Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph 

Johnson, Richard M, Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
| Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
| Lane, Laporte, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leo- 
nard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job 
Mann, Martin, Wilttam Mason, Moses Mason, 
| McCarty, McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgom- 
| ery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, 
| Parker, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee 
J. Pearce, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
'| nolds, Ripley, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, 
|| Sickles, Smith, Speight, Taylor, Thomas, John 
|| Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, 
| Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whit- 
| tlesey, and Yell—108. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash, 
| Ashley, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Briggs, William B. 
| Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Chambers, 
'| John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. 
|| Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Dar- 
lington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, 
| Evans, Everett, Forester, Graham, Grange! 

Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Harlan, Harper, Sam- 

uel S. Harrison, Hazeltine,Heister, Hoar, How- 
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ell, Janes, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Law- 


rence, Lay, Luke Lea, 


: Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips, 
potent Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Rich- 
ardson, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Augustine H. 
Shepperds Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, 
ciel Vinton, Washington, White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Young—84. 

So the House determined that the main question | 
be now put, being the reference to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. ye 

Mr EVERETT asked for a division of the 

uestion, 80 as to embraceonly the first paragraph | 
of the memorial. — ol | 

The question being so divided, and taken sepa- | 


rately 


to the Committee of Ways and Means, but agreed | 


to the motion to refer the whole subject to a select | 


‘ . || 

mittee without a count. " WSO ‘ : 
om || citizens of Darien, in the State of Georgia, on the 
| Subject of the port of entry at Brunswick, in that 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House two ex- | 
ecutive communications, viz: 

{. From the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of the 10th 
instant, calling for statements in regard to the 
amount of suspended debts, in consequence of the 
act for the relief of the sufferers by fire in the city 
of New York; which, on motion of Mr. GILLET, 
was ordered to lie on the tableand be printed. 

Il. From the Secretary of the Navy, in answer 
toa resolution of the 26th instant, directing that 


officer to communicate the report of the Naval || 


Commissioner, who had been recently engaged in 
an examination of the navy-yard at Pensacola; 
which, on motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, | 
and ordered to be printed. 


} 
LAND TO DISBANDED OFFICERS. | 


On motion of Mr. LOVE, the vote of the House, I 
by which the following resolution, submitted yes- || 
terday by his colleague was rejected, was recon- | 


sidered, and the consideration of the resolution | 
postponed till Wednesday next: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for granting to each of the 
disbanded officers who served in the late warwith | 
Great Britain, a quantity of land, according to | 
rank, as @ remuneration for sacrifices and services | 
rendered by them in that war. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 30, 1836. 
The following message, in writing, was received | 


from the President of the United States, by the | 


hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW JACKSON, | 
Jr., Esq.: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: | 


In compliance with the resolution of the House | 
of Representatives of the 23d instant, I herewith || 


transmit a report from the Secretary of State, to | 
whom the resolution was referred, containing all | 
the information upon the subject which he is now | 
able to communicate. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasnincron, December 28, 1836. 

[The report and papers referred to were in re- | 
lation to the Smithsonian bequest.) 

On motion of Mr. CHAPIN, the message and 
accompanying documents were ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

The following message was also received, at 
_ same time, from the President of the United 

tates: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith a communication from the 
Secretary of War ad interim, with certain accom- 
panying papers from the Engineer Department, 
required to complete the annual report from that 
department. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasuineton, December, 1836. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by— 
Messrs. PARKS and EVA S, of Maine; i 








ewis, Lincoln, Sampson | 
\iason, Maury, McComas, McKay, McKennan, | 


Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, | 


, the House refused to commit both branches || 


1} 


i! 


|| mitted. 





| Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire; 

Mr. TOUCEY, of Connecticut; 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont; 

Messrs. GIDEON LEE, HARD, WARD- 
WELL, GILLET, RUSSELL, and HUNT- 
INGTON, of New York; 

(Mr. Giveon Lee presented the petition of De- 
poneft Manice, praying for the return of duties 
paid by himin the year 1833. 

Also, the petition of A. Tieman & Co., manu- 
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a 


ti 


facturers of colors, praying for relief from the | 


onerous duty on sugar of lead, which commodity 
| forms the basis of their manufacture. 
Messrs. HENDERSON and LLARRISON, of 
Pennsy'v ania; 
' a HOWARD and JENIFER, of Mary- 
and; 
Mr. MORGAN, of Virginia; 
Messrs. DAWSON and GLASCOCK, of 
| Georgia; 
(Mr. Dawson presented a petition from certain 


State; which, on Mr. D.’s motion, was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. ] 

(Mr. Gurascock presented the memorial of B. 
Cuilars, praying Congress to inquire into the ex- 
pediency and propriety of amending the Constitu- 
tion of the United States in relation to the currency; 
which was referred to the select committee on that 
subject. ] 
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Mr. GILLET, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following resolution: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
‘ directed to communicate to this Housea survey 
‘of the bar and obstructions tothe navigation of the 
‘ Passaic river, below the city of Newark, in the 
‘Stace of New Jersey, made by Lieutenant Com- 
‘ mandant Gedney, together with his plans and es- 
*timates, for the removal of the obstructions to the 
‘navigation of said river. 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
‘to communicate to this House the survey, plan, 
‘and estimate for the improvement of the mouth of 
‘ Black river, in the county of Jefferson, in the State 
‘of New York.” 

The resolution having been read, Mr. GIL- 
LET asked for its consideration at that time, but 
objection being made, it lies over one day under 
the rule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill 
for the benefit of John Curran; read twice and 
committed. 


Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 


| Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of ‘Yhomas 


Messrs. UNDERWOOD, HARLAN, and R. || 


M. JOHNSON, of Kentucky; 
[On motion of Mr. Haran, 
Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case 
| of Martha McKee, on the files of the House, be 


|| referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON and CARTER, 
of Tennessee; 

Messrs. BOND, PATTERSON, and T.WEB- 
STER, of Ohio; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana; 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois; 


petitions, and other documents, relating to the 


|, national road in Illinois and Missouri, which were 
| on file, were referred to the Committee on Roads 


and Canals. } 
Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri; 


' Dungan, for a pension; also the petition of Richard 
Brannin, for compensation for Indian depreda- 


\ tions. ] 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


| Daniel P. Patterson; which was read twice and 


committed. 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill 
for the relief of John Midwinter; read twice and 
committed. 


_ Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary 


of the Treasury to purchase out the stocks in the | 
| Bank of the United States belonging to the Navy 


pension fund, and for other purposes; read twice, 


King; read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOAR, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Collins; read 
twice and committed. . 

Mr. DOUBLEDAY, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Benjamin F. 
West; read twice and committed. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 


| of certain claimants of land between the Rio Hin- 
do and Saline rivers; read twice and committed. 


- 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to change the 
name of the collection district of Dighton, in the 
State of Massachusetts, to Falfriver; which was 


| read twice, and, on motion of Mr. P., ordered to 


[On motion of Mr. Reyno ps, all the memorials, | 


[Mr. Harrison presented the petition of James | 


be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 


Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill extending 
the provisions of the act supplementary to the act 
entitled an act for the relief of the surviving officers 
and soldiers of the Revoluticn, passed June 7th, 
1832; read twice and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, under instructions from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, moved for the 
printing of the estimates of appropriation for car- 
rying the provisions of the Mint bill into effect; 


|| which was agreed to. 


| Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- || 


Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that some 
ime in the course of next week he should ask the 
tndulgence of the House to take up and consider 


| isome of the annual appropriation bills. 


Mr. HARRISON, of Pennsylvania, from the. 


Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval | 


and referred to the Committee of the Wholeonthe | P°! -~ . ant 
| evils arising from the irregularities in the arrival 


state of the Union. 


lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of | 


| Erastus Pierson; 


Also, a bill for the relief of William Smith; || 


both of which were severally read twice and com- 
| mitted. 
| Mr. LAWRENCE, from the Committee of 
| Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief of 
| Thomas H. Perkins, of Boston; read twice and 
| committed. 
| Mr. McKIM, from the Committee of Ways 


| and Means, reported a bill for the relief of Asa 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee of Ways 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 


Armington and others; read twice and com-| 


| 


1} 


| 
| 


and Means, reported a bill to provide for continu- | 
| ing the construction and repairs of certain roads, | 
|, for the year 1837; read twice, and committed to a 


} 
| 


| ' 
' 
‘ 


Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
Samuel J. Smith; read twice and committed. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
causes of the frequent failure of the mails between 
New Orleans and Mobile, and into the expediency 
of providing for a more speedy and certain trans- 
portation of the said mails, and of removing the 


Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revo- | °f the mails in New Orleans. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
the general consent of the House to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by law 
the purchase of lands at auction with a view to 
forfeit them, and afterwards to obtain them at the 
Government price of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre. 


Objection being made, 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the 
rules; and, upon this motion, called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
154, nays 38; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adama, Chilton A!lan, Heman 
Alien, Bailey, Barton, Beal, Bockee, Bond, Boon, 
Borden, Bouldin, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, By- 
num, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Cam- 
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breleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, George 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Chapin, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Clai- 


borne, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, || 


Corwin, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Dar- 
lington, Davis, Deberry, Denny, Dunlap, Efner, 
E\more, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, French, Fry, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, Granger, 
Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Hannegan, 
Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, 
Albert G. Harrieon, Haynes, Hazeltine, Hender-* 
son, Hiester, Hoar, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, 
Huntsman, Janes, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Ben- 
jamin Jones, Kennon, Kiingensmith, Lane, Law- 
ler, Lawrence, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Logan, Love, Lyon, Abijah Mann, 
Job Mann, 
Sampson Mason, McCarty, McComas, McKay, | 
MchKkennan, Montgomery, Moore, Muhlenberg, | 


Page, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, Pett- || 


grew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickins, Pinckney, Potts, | 
Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Richardson, | 


Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Schenck, William B. | 


Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Sickles, | 


r 


Slade, Sloan, Smith, Spangler, Speight, Standefer, || 

Pastor, Thomas, James || 

Thompson, William Thompson, Turner, Under- || 

wood, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, || 

Wardwell, Washington, Webster, Elisha Whit- || 

tlesey, Thomas T. eee Lewis Williams, } 
0 


Steel, Storer, Taliaferro, 


Sherrod Williams, Yell, and Young—154. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Bean, Black, Bovee, || 


Bunch, Burns, Coles, Cramer, Forester, Fuller, | 


Gillet, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Ingham, William || 
Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. || 


Johnson, Cave Johnson, Lansing, Gideon Lee, | 


Leonard, Loyall, Lucas, Martin, McKim, Mc- || 
Lene, Miller, Morgan, Owens, Parks, Patterson, || 


Franklin Pierce, Phelps, Joseph Reynolds, Sey- 
> mour, Shields, and Turrill—38. 

So the motion to suspend the rules was agreed 
to. 
Mr. LANE moved to strike out of the resolution 
the words ** Committee on Public Lands,”’ and in- | 
sert ** select committee be appointed;”’ and toadd | 
after the resolution the following: ‘ And also to | 
‘inquire into the expediency of confining all the 
‘ future sales of the public lands to actual settlers in 
*jimited parcels, at private entry only.” 





the proposition directly before the House. He 
was satisfied that no one subject which had ever 
agitated the Congress of the United States was 
more important, from the various interests in- | 
volved, than to stop the sales of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers. 


it was important as related to the revenue. It | 


was important to the interests of the people of the || 


western country. He called the attention of the 


House to the fraudulent practices which had pre- || 
vailed at the sales of the public lands at auction, || 


and urged the House to puta stop to them. He 


their one hundred dollars to pay for eighty acres, 


or their two hundred dollars to pay for one hun- || 


dred and sixty acres. Well, sir, after they have | 


made their selections, and come to the sales, pre- || 


pared to pay for their lands, there are some ten, | 
fifteen, or twenty agents of speculators, who have | 


never put themselves to the expenseand inconve- || 


nience of searching after lands, with their hundreds | 
of thousands of dollars, and when the poor man 


speculators bid five or ten more, and take the land. 
Thus, perhaps, the Government get a few dollars 
more, but it is at the expense of the poor man, 
who is afterwards compelled to pay a higher price 
to the speculators. Thus are the speculators en- 
riched, and the poor men, who intend to become 
actual settlers, either forced to pay them an ex- 
travagant price, or take second or third-rate land. 
The speculators pay no taxes, but get rich on the 
labor of the poor. 
ducing the tariff; but if they would confine the 
sales to the actual settlers, they would find that 


William Mason, Moses Mason, || 





Gentlemen talked about re- | 





the revenue from those sales would come down to 
perhaps three millions a year. 

He had great confidence in the Committee on 
Public Lands; but this subject had been referred 
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| to that committee by resolution, and it was not || tirely embracing his views had been agreed y 


acted on, and he understood that that committee 


| was not likely to agree on any project of the kind. 
He therefore wished to bring the subject directly | 
| before the House. 


_He therefore hoped the com- 
mittee would be raised. 
We now have a surplus revenue, as dangerous 


and expensive as a national debt; for what could |' 


be the difference between paying interest on a 


national debt, or paying the expenses of raising a | 
revenue from the many, to be divided among the | 
He wished this Administration to set the | 


few. 
example, and carry into effect a law to restrain 
the sales of the public lands. 


Government, and to have a rich people and poor 
treasury. 

Mr. BOON could not help expressing his as- 
tonishment at the proposition emanating from 


his colleague, for it was an unqualified reflection | 
upon the Committee on Public Lands. Did not the | 


gentleman know that the subjectuof confining the 


sales of the public lands to actual settlers was now || 
before that committee, under a reference of that || 
part of the President’s message relating to that || 
project? Further, Mr. B. could inform him that | 


a bill drafted by himself (Mr. B.) was then under 
the consideration of that committee, who had held 


a special meeting upon it this morning; but whether || : 
| tenant in the revolutionary war, was postpone 
until Friday next. 


they would agree to its principles, or its details, 
he was unable to say. The further consideration 


of it, however, had been postponed till another || : 
: pose | White was postponed until this day week. 


meeting. 


Mr. B. said he was much gratified at the intro- || 
é | Whole, (Mr. Haynes in the chair,) and took up 


duction of the proposition of the gentleman from 


North Carolina, but he repeated the expression of || 
his astonishment at his colleague’s introducing || 


his. 
Mr. LANE could assure his honorable col- 


| league, the chairman of the Committee on Public || , C 
above bill, the committee rose, and 


Lands, [Mr. Boon,] that he had intended no re- 


| flection upon that committee, by the introduction 
_ of his amendment. 
| confidence in the talents and integrity of that com- 


He, himself, had the utm<st 


mittee, but he had been given to understand, from 
authority in which he placed great reliance, that 


| there was no probability of that committee coming 
|| to any conclusion on this subject. 
| man of the committee would now give him the as- 
| surance that some definite action would be had on 
Mr. L. explained that his object was to bring || 


If the chair- 


that bill, Mr. L. would withdraw his amendment. 
Mr. DUNLAP said: Mr. Speaker, I was 


gentleman from North Carolina. The very same 


|| subject mentioned in the gentleman’s amendment 
It was important, so far | | 
as it related to the manufactures of the country. || 


has twice been referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. So much of the President’s message 
as recommended the sale of the public lands.to be 
limited to actual settlers, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; and the gentleman him- 
self had the same subject referred by resolution, to 
the same committee. And now, sir, he must offer 


'| his amendment, which, if adopted, will take the 
said, there were thousands of individuals, who || 
traversed the wilderness in search of land, with || 


subject from a standing committee of this House, 
and refer it to a select committee. The gentle- 
man speaks of the great benefits to result to the 
actual settler on public lands from the adoption of 
this measure. I want the proposition of the gen- 
tleman not to be embarrassed by any amendments. 
It is intended to amend the general law regulating 
the sale of public lands, and to provide against the 
frauds practised by speculators on the Treasury 
and the actual settlers. Sir, the practice now is, 


'| for all the speculators to unite together, and pur- 
bids his one hundred dollars for eighty acres, the || 


chase all the lands offered for sale. They run the 


| land over the actual settler; and after his land is 


sold he leaves for home, and next morning the 
speculator forfeits the land and it is again offered 
for sale, and is bid off at the minimum price of one 
dollar and twenty-five cents by another member 
of the company; and thus the speculator gets the 
land for much less than the actual settler would 
ay for the same, and thereby defrauds your 
reasury, and deprives the settler of his home. 
Mr. Speaker, this is a very importantamendment 
to our law, and one which I hope to see receive 
the unanimous assent of this House. The adop- 
tion of the principle of the original resolution will 
do more to protect the actual settlers than any 
other law that has been passed for that purpose. 
Mr. LANE said, understanding that a bill en- 


He wished to see | 
the revenue reduced down to the wants of the | 


ag 





Mr. Morean. 
somewhat surprised to see the gentleman from In- | 


| diana offer his amendment to the resolution of the 


_motion, and substituted the Committee on the 
| Judiciary. 


| mittee of Claims. 


| count, and that to the Committee of Claims was 
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—__ 





by the Committee on Public Lands in the Ser” 
he would withdraw his amendment; nbory er 
drew it accordingly. P 

The resolution of Mr. Wittiams was ¢) 
agreed to without a division. , 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a Suspension of 
the rules, for the purpose of submitting a Motio 
that, when the House adjourns, it adjourn to m, ; 
on Monday next. e 

On this motion Mr. WHITTLESEY called ¢, 
the yeas and nays; which were not ordered, , 

The motion to suspend was then negativej_ 
ayes 95, noe’ 65. 

Mr. HARLAN then moved a suspension of hy 
rules for the purpose of submitting a motion thy 
when the House adjourns to-morrow, it will ad. 
journ to meet on Tuesday next. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN called for the yeas and naye 
on this motion; which were not ordered; and the 
motion to suspend was agreed to—ayes 127, noes 




























Mr. JARVIS then called for the yeas and Days 
on the motion to adjourn over; which were nq 
ordered, and the motion to adjourn over wa 
agreed to. 








PRIVATE BILLS. 
The bill for the relief of Robert Allison, a liey. 







The bill for the relief of Colonel Anthony 






The House then went into Committee of th 






the following bill: \ 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Col. John Winston, an officer in the revolutionary 
war. 

After a discussion of considerable length on the 































The House adjourned. 


Sarurpay, December 31, 1836. 
The Senate did not sit to-day. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, December 31, 1836. 


The House took up the motion of reference of 
a memorial for a claim presented on yesterday by 


Mr. MORGAN moved to refer it to a select 
committee. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved to refer 
it to the Committee of Claims, but withdrew that 


After some remarks from Messrs. KENNON, 
E. WHITTLESEY, CRAIG, and HARPER, 
the latter renewed the motion to refer to the Con- 


After a few remarks from Messrs. HAMER 
and MORGAN, the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was rejected without t 


lost by a vote of 63 to 66, and the memorial was 
referred to a select committee of seven. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. BAILEY and FAIRFIELD, of Maine; 

Messrs. LAWRENCE and BORDEN, of Mas 
sachusetts; 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, DOUBLEDAY, 
YOUNG, and MILLER, of New York; 

Messrs. INGERSOLL, GALBRAITH, and 
BEAUMONT, of Pennsylvania; 

Mr. HOWARD, of Maryland; 

Mr. LOYALL, of Virginia; 

Messrs. W. B. SHEPARD, and PETTI- 
GREW, of North Carolina; 

Mr. GRIFFIN, of South Carolina; 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia. 

(Mr. Dawson said, that a few day since, age” 
tleman from Massachusetts,-(Mr. Lawrenct, 
had made a reference to the Committee*on Com 
merce, in relation to the city and port of Bruns- 
wick, in Georgia. In connexion with that sub- 
ject, Mr. D. held in his hand some interesting 
information, in relation to the growing importance 
of that place, and such information as would g° 
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